—

The offensive and defensive lines of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
football team have been the driving
force behind the Ralders run lo the
state final. Scotch Plains faces
Rldge in the North Jersey Section 2,
Group 3 final temorrow night at
Glants Stadium, For coverage see
Sports, Page C-1.

- The Fanwood husband-and-wife

feam of Marc Faust and Lee Renner
has made quite a name for itself
with its stalned-plass creations and
restoration work; the couple’s latest
project Is an instaliation lor JFK
Medlical Center In Edison. For more
on thair efforts, turn to Pags B-1.

Students in the Pre-K program at
Seotch Plains’ Brunner School re-
anached the first Thanksgiving last
week. Soma in the class dressed up
Mms. while others came as
n indlans, and each group
brought food to share. For all the
Information, see Page B-1.

Tors soame

Prominent Westiield residents lake to
N ring against former heavyweight
contender Gerry Coonay to raise
money for Centennial High School

- Saturcay. The svent beging 8 p.m. st

Tample Emanu-El on East Broad
§trot. For lickels, oall (808) 780-
8070 or (908) 2328770, ext. 129,

v
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And they’re off!

NICOLE DIMELLA/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

What's your favorite thing to
do two days after stuffing
rourulf at a Thanksgiving
east? For the icipants in
the annual Tu 0‘1101 in
Waestfield, it's making a five-
miie run. Five hundred sixty-
SAVEN area residents congre-
ted in Tamaques Park for
the race, won by Paul
Buccino of Westfisld in
27:33. Above, the sters
get off the line as the horn
sounds. At ieft, Meg and
Ellean Moran of Chatham are
all bundied up to cheer on
the runnaers.

Westfield schools»fin‘arnces"'solid

district’s books.

THE RECORD-PRESS

Morrison said the degree of oversight on that

Fehk

50 cents

High school
parking plan

By BRAD DISHOP
THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD By the
slimmest of margins, the Town
Council voted to introduce two
related ordinances establishing a
parking permit system and code
of conduct for high school seniors
at Westfield High School at its
regular meeting Tuesday.

The two ordinances were
introduced by a narrow 4-3 mar-
gin and needed a tie-breaking
vote of support from Mayor Greg
McDermott. They are scheduled
for a final hearing and vote at the
council’s Dec. 16 meeting. The
town could have the new policy in
place by January.

The high school has wrestled
with parking issues for years.

ahead

Due to limited parking space,
student vehicles have often been
parked on streets close to the
high school, and this practice has
led to frequent complaints by res-
idents who live near the school.

The ordinances will allow eli-
gible seniors to park on designat-
ed streets near the high school.
These streets include portions of
Trinity Place; Rahway Avenue;
Dorian Road, Place, and Court;
Codding Road; Knollweod Road;
Nottingham Place; Shadowlawn
Drive; and Shackamaxon Drive,
The streets would be subject to
alternate-side restrictions to
allow snow removal and leaf col-
lection.

Under a policy recently adopt-

{Continued on page A-2)

Township to get
a new cell tower

By BRAD BISHOP
THE RECORD-PRESS

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Township Council approved a
resolution to contract the firm
Edwards and Kelsey to prepare
plans mnd  specificqtions for the
construction of a new cell tower
at its regular meeting Nov. 25.
The tower will replace an aging
communications tower originally
built around

Secondly, there are dead zones
for cell phone users on the south
gside of the township, and the
tower could help solve some of
those problems. Finally, the
tower's capabilities will be leased
out to wireless service providers
to fill - their service gape.
Therefore, officials estimate, the
tower will become a revenue gen-
erator after the rental costs
recoup the initial investment in
two or three

1959 and will be

years.

WESTFIELD — The school district’s finances
received a clean bill of health in the annual audit
report presented to the Bourd of Education Tuesday
night by Robert Morrison of the firm Hodulik and
Morrison.

Morrison made just two minor recommendations

issue has “improved dramatically” since his firm
first noted it. He also pointed out the public schools
have spent all the grant monies allocated to them.

Business Administrator Robert Berman noted
the district’s free balance, or surplus, for 2003-2004
is $3.2 million. That represents 4.8 percent of the
operating budget, and falls squarely within state

constructed on
the same site as

“People are always con-
cerned about property

Council mem-
bers were unani-

for improvements in the district's bookkeeping. The
first is that, to comply with new government regu-
lations, the district maintain an inventory of its
fixed assets and record yearly depreciation.
Because of the cost associated with that process,
the board had been putting it off, said vice presi-
dent Anne Riegel. But to comply with the new
guidelines, the board has already contracted with
an outside vendor, and the inventory has been sup-

plied.

The other recommendation involved better
accounting for grant funds allocated to non-public
schools within Westfield that are not expended.
Because the grant monies flow threugh the public
school district, they must be accounted for in the

guidelines that free balance equal between 3 and 6
percent. of the operating budget,

The district had dedicated $900,000 of its free
batance to the current school year's budget. In the
next budget cycle, he said, the amount taken from
free balance should be about the same, and possibly
slightly higher.

Overall, Morrison said, “Your internal controls
were properly designed... and we did not find any
noncompliance with laws and regulations that were
reportable. You can't do much better than that.”

Board members were pleased with the report,
and praised the efforts of district employees. “We're
renlly in an excellent financial position,” Riegel
said.

Qut with the old,

in with the new

it didn't take long for every-
one to leave Thanksgiving
behind and turn attention to
the December holidays.
Westtield kioked off the holi-
day festivilles with a tree
llg’unnn on North Avenue
Sunday, complets with an
rance from Jolly Old 8t
k. AbOve, 8 crowd gaihers
in fromt of a braas ensemble
faying Chrisimas ocarols
ore the thiln'. Right,
Santa waves 1o his Tane
arriving on a fire truck, The
hollday celebrations continue
in Fanwood and Booloh
Plaine Bunday.

NIGOLE DIMELLA/STAFE BETTOQRAPHER

the  original taxes, and this is one pos- L’:,‘;)‘;fm‘"ofthfﬁ;

The move sibility for alternative P jtel ct.
was inspired by _ “Ultimately, we
complaints from m_eanf of revenue gener felt it was
the Fire ation. important  for
Department — Martin Marks the council te
about insuffi- have control...

cient communi-
cations capabilities. “Firefighters
have difficulty communicating
with each other hetween the
north and south side,” said
Councilwoman Nancy Malool.
Malool said the cell phone
tower is needed for three primary
reasons. First and most impor-
tant to councilmembers is the
need to improve communications
for the Fire Department.

in design, place-
ment, and everything that hap-
pens afterward,” said Mayor
Martin Marks, referring to con-
cerns that a service provider or
another independent entity
might construct a tower some-
where else in town less desirable
to the council and collect the
usage fees, Neighboring Fanwood

{Continued on page A-2)

Affordable housing
obligation could rise

Pending regulations
could have impact
on redevelopment

By BRAD DIOMHOP
THE RECORD.PRESH

WESTFIELD —- New rules
proposed hy the Council on
Affordnble Housing (COAH) may
have n bearing on the town's
planned redevelopment lyrojectn
at Bouth Avenue and Prospect
and Elm streots

The new rules, which could
take offect by October 2004,
attempt to create what COAH
tlmcrillws ne o “growth share
mudel” One out of svery 1) reai-
dentinl units bullt in a munici.
pality would be required to be
“affordable” acearding to state
guidelines, In addition, for svery
30 new jubs created - bhawed on
mquare lootage of new non-resi-
tlestial conntruction - a muniei-
pality must produce une afford.
able unit.

COAH'® new rulen are cur-
rently open to publie review The
rulen were published in the New
Jersey Heginter Oct 6 and will
remain open to public romment
until Dec. B, n periad of HO days.

At that point COAH will revies

the rules and respond to public
commente. New rules are then
approved by a vote of the
agency's directors and subse.
quently become law.

Council members discussed
the potentinl impact of the regu-
lations at the Nov. 25 township
meeting, and were unsure what
their impact would be, Town offl-
cials did say Westfield has at the
mottient met  ita obligations,
“Right now we have satisfled the
affordnble housing requiremet,”
antd  town administrator Jim
Gildes, "so teurrent COAN regu-
{ationm) hnve no hearing on the
project”

h(lWh\ml', the current. redavel-
apment projects propose 73 new
renidentinl units on the mouth
side and 16:20 an the north slde,
The new COAH rulea would
retjuire that approximately 9-12
af thuse yuite he pet pside e
alfurduble unite, depending un
the number of jobs the redevelop-
ment project generates,

An option avallable ta the
town, {f the redevelopment proj-
ectr are affected by hew COA
rulea, wonld  bhe to  transfer
Wertfield's Inereased nffordable
hoteitig requirementa to anothee
munteipality [t this case, the

(Costinied on page A-3)
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“Parking plan moves ahead

" convenience,”
~ 'Tobert, a

Record Press

December 5, 20*03'

(Continued from page A-1)

ed by the Board of Education,
eligible students would be sen-
iors who live in an area gener-
ally more than one half-mile
from the school. Other students
would be permitted to drive to
school — neither the town nor
the school district can absolute-
ly prohibit students from driv-
ing — but would be required to
park outside the designated
permit areas. Permits would be
distributed by the Westfield
Police Department.

The policy requires that eli-
gible seniars abide by o code of
conduct. These students must
arrive to school on time in the
morning, “demonstrate neigh-
borly conduct and good citizen-
ship,” and avoid making distur-
bances during the lunch hours,
The student parking permits
will likely cost $100 annually.

The ordinances carry a sun-
set provision, which means that
they will expire in June uniess
the council renews them. This
provision will give the council
the opportunity to review the
effects of the policy this coming
spring and ineclude that infor-
mation in their evoluation.

Board of Education
President  Arlene  Gardner
addressed the council before
Tucsday’s vote. “There is no

- option for off-street parking

this year,” she said. Gardner
stressed that the board and a
committee appointed to create

- a solution to the parking prob-

lem had pursued alternatives

. such as using the National

Guard Armory parking lot,
paving over athletic fields to

- create parking lots and using a
. trolley service for students,

These options were not possible
because of objections from vari-

- ous interests, she said, and the
- hoard pursued the only policy

available.
Nearly 20 residents spoke to

" the council on the issue, the
" majority strongly opposed to

the propoesed ordinances. “Good
government does not serve a
privileged few for the sake of
snid Michelle
resident of

Nottingham Place. Many resi-
dents felt that the new parking
policy should expand the limi-
tation on eligible drivers to
seniors living as fur as one mile
or more from the school. Some
residents indicated they walk
that far to the train station
every day.

Other complaints focused on
safety issues, particularly at
the corner of Shackamaxon
Drive and Rahway Avenue.
Residents complained that the
intersection is already very
dangerous and feared the
prospect of inexperienced driv-
ers heing drawn Lo the area.

Other residents complained
about potential signage and the
effects of the new policy on
properiy values. Some also
object to a $10 fee for residen-
tial parking permits on their
streets. “Hesidents should not
have to pay a fee to park,” said
Peter Murray of Shackamaxon
Drive.

The council members pres-
ent were evenly split on the
issue. “We should go back to the
drawing board, address the
concerns, and bring it back for
next semester,” said
Councilman Matthew Albano,
who was joined by councilmen
David Haas and  Peter

Echausse in opposition to the
ordinances.

But, countered Councilman
Sal Caruana. "*If we do nothing
the situation will only worsen. |
think this ordinance is better
than what we have”
Councilmen Rafael Betancourt
and Andrew Skibitsky also
voted in support of the ordi-
nances. Larry Goldman and
Sue Jacobsen were absent from
Tuesday’ meeting.

With the council members
present deadlocked,
McDermott cast the deciding
vote to introduce the ordi-
nances. Despite some concerns
about the residential parking
permits, McDermott said that
by issuing permits to students,
residents can determine who is
parking in front of their houses
und more easily report infrac-
tions to law enforcement. He
also noted that the policy
spreads the parking burden
acruss a wider area than the
part of town currently dealing
with the high school parking
problem.

The code of conduct and
other policy information rele-
vant to the parking issue can
be found on the community
website at
www.westfieldnj.com.

Affordable housing
obligation could rise

(Continued from poage A-1)

town would transfer a negotint-
ed payment to another munici-
pality to subsidize new con-
struction or to rehabilitate
existing units for occupancy by
low- or moderate-income house-
holds.

Council members are wait-
ing to see whether COAH’s new
rules are approved before
addressing how they may affect
redevelopment. But the issue
has not escaped their attention,
In fact, “The council is consid-
ering whether we have the
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social and moral obligation to
(include afferdable units),”
regardless of whether the new
COAH rules compel it to,
Gildea said.

COAH is an administrative
organization funded by the
New dJersey Department of
Community Affairs. It was cre-
ated by the Fair Housing Act of
1985 as the Legislature’s
response to a series of New
Jersey Supreme Court cases
known as the Mount Laurel
decisions. The Supreme Court
established a constitutional
obligation for each of the 566
municipalities in the state to
establish n realistic opportuni-
ty for the provision of fair share
low and moderate income hous-
ing obligations, generally
through land use und zoning
powers.
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Attention 8" Graders

High
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Union County
Magnet

chool
9:00 a.m,

¢ Full-time, four-year high school
s Engineering design and technology

® [ntensive study 10 sclence,
mathematics, sl technology

¢ Competitive admissions process

¢ {00% college placement

908-889-8288 ext. 201
Lo e ———————— .

You’re invited to an Information Session

Saturday, December 6

1776 Raritan Road
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Options

Union County
Vocational-Technical

High School
1(?:1;0 a.m,

* Full-time, four-year high school

¢ Two currlcudum tracks:
Academy of Informatlon Technology
-Career and Technical Education

¢ Competitive adiminsions process

s Options at graduation for continuing
education or immediate "
rinployment

| To register or for more information call

908-889-8288 ext. 339

By BRAD BISHOP

Westfield council takes step
to reorganize town’s committees

would be headed by a chairman and vice
chairman. Council members would therefore

THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD — After

the committees and reduce
the number of meetings the
committees have.

McDermott suggested that
the eight committees be
reduced to four. Combined
would be the Personne!l and
Finance committees; the
'ublic Works and Solid Waste
committees; the Traffic,

Mayor
McDermott proposed a reorganization of town
committees, the Town Council approved an
ordinance stipulating the changes on first
reading at its regular public meeting Tuesday.
McDermott said the move would consolidate

retain either a chair or vice chair positiorn
when the changes take place at the beginning

Greg
of next year.

“This gives committees
more opportunities o

work together.”
— Greg McDermott

Parking,
Transportation (TPT) and Public Safety com-
mmittees; and the Laws and Rules and Building
and Town Property committees.

The four new committees would be titled
the Finance Policy Committee, The Public
Works Committee, The Public Safety &
Transportation Committee, and The Code
Review & Town Property Committee.

Each of the eight committees is currently
chaired by a Town Council member. In the
revised structure, each of the four committees 16.

and

month.

“People are

focused.

“This gives committees more opportunities
to work together,” McDermott said, and sug.
gested that the reorganization x'k"ouid make
committee meetings more productive.

adjust their schedules for
reports to the Town Councils
conference
Finance Pelicy and Public
Works committees will make
presentations to the first con-
ference meeting each month.
The
Transportation and The Code Review & Town
Property committees will make presentations
during the second conference meeting each

McDermott. He said that amending the com-
mittee structure should make next year's com-
mittee meetings better attended and more

The council will vote on the final reading of
the measure at its regular public meeting Dec.

—

The committees would also

The

meetings.

Public Safety &

busier and busier,” said

By BRAD BISHOP
THE RECORD.-'RESS

FANWOOD — The Borough
Council approved an agreement
between the borough, the
Tawnship of Scotch Plains, and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education to fund the
Field of Dreams project at Park
Middle School at its regular
meeting Tuesday. The move, the
last necessary to get the shared
services project under way,
passed unanimously on final
reading.

Work on the project is

By GREG MARX
THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD — The Board of
Education may have to install a
trailer at Wilson School for the
next school year to handle grow-
ing enrollment, Business
Adminstrator Robert Berman
said.

The board approved a resolu-
tion Tuesday to pay an architect
$10,250 to prepare plans for the
installation of the trailer. It's

Council OKs loans for field project
Work will likely begin soon on upgrades at Park Middle School

expected to begin over the win-
ter. The project involves refur-
bishing existing fields at Park
Middle School, adding irriga-
tion, and creating additional
playing space. The facility
receives heavy use, and the pro-
gram was designed to create
new fields in part to distribute
the extensive wear the site
receives.

Last month, the three bodies
approved a bid for the project to
contractor A. Juliane and Son
for $694,000. The anticipated
cost of the project ran higher
than initial projections because

Trailer to be installed at Wilson?

unclear at this point whether
the trailer will be necessary, but
district administrators said tak-
ing that step puts the board in a
pro-active position.

The board has in the past
had to use two trailers at
Franklin School, and currently
has one at Washington School,
Berman said, Trailers have
never been used at Wilson.

If the trailer is necessary, it
will be up to the building princi-
pal to decide exactly how it fits

Township to get a new

(Continued from page A-1)

has recently experienced extend-
ed battles over the plucement of
cell towers.

Marks added that township
taxpayers often ask council
members to produce revenue to
offset taxes, and the tower could
be one solution. “People are
always cancerned about property
taxes,” Marks said, “and this is
one possibility for alternative
means of revenue generation.”

Town Attorney Doug Hansen
said that if a cell phone gap is

determined to exist, the town-
ship can not prevent the con-
struction of an independent
tower elsewhere in town. In
addition, Councilwoman
Paulette Coranato said the coun-
cil cannot deny an application to
construct n tower for health rea-
sons, as the FCC has determined
that cell tower emissions are not
considered harmful. The council
has determined that the pro-
posed tower meets all health and
safety standards.

Council members also
nddressed concerns that the new

of additional work related to
the stabilization of a nearby
stream bed.

On Nov. 14, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood  Board of
Education approved the agree-
ment, which entails loans from
the Township of Scotch Plains
and the Borough of Fanwaood in
the amount of $75,000, to be
repaid over three years.

The board had initially set
aside $100,000 for the project.
The remainder of the funding
has been approved by Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, and the Union
County Board of Freeholders.

into the instructional program.
But Berman said it would most
likely be used for small group
instruction, housing eight to 10
students at a time.

The students would probably
not spend more than 45 minutes
at a stretch in the trailer, which
would not be equipped with
restroom facilities, Berman
said.

If the trailer is necessary, it
will be in place to start the
school year next September.

cell tower

tower — about 25-30 feet higher
than the existing communica-
tions tower it will replace — will
be an eyesore. “While (we
believe) beauty is in the eye of
the beholder,” Marks said, “we
will work to make the nesthetics
as pleasing as is reasonably pos-
sible.”

Councilmembers emphasized,
however, that the primary goal of
the tower wad to improve safety
in the township. “We backed into
the cell tower from the need to
replace the fire tower,” Hansen
said.
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Removal
of trees
frustrates
officials

By BRAD BISHOP
THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD — An incident in
which a developer was recently
fined $2,500 for cutting down five
trees without gaining prior
approval has frustrated Town
Council members and prompted
the chairman of the Tree
Preservation Commission to call
for stronger regulatory controls.

Last month, D. Villane
Construction, LLC of Scotch Plains
removed the five trees as part of a
demolition project at 817 Grant
Ave. As part of its original applica-
tion made Oct. 15, the developer
stated it did not intend to remove
trees. However, on Nov, 10 the firm
revised the application, stating it
did intend to remove the trees.

The demolition was approved
Nov. 12, but the change to the
application was evidently not
included in the town's approval.
- The Tree Preservation

Commission (TPC), which has the
. opportunity to comment on appli-
* cations before the Planning Board,
- never had a chance to see the
- revised site plan.

At their conference meeting

Nov. 25, some council members

- . expressed frustration that the
. developer may have intentionally
.. circumvented the process. Council
. members wondered how many
- infractions the town should toler-
. ate before denying a developer the
right to do work in the town. It was
. suggested that a second infraction
should be sufficient for denying
future construction by an offend-

. ing developer.

“Right now, we have a process.
But there is no first offense unless
we act on it,” said Councilman
Rafael Betancourt.

The developer can be denied a
building permit if it does not pay
the $2,500 fine for illegally cutting
down the trees.

Michael Snizek, chairman of the
TPC, said the Grant Avenue inci-
dent coupled with an earlier situa-
tion on Harding Street shows that
the commission’s rules are being
circumvented. Because the ordi-
nance establishing the commission
allows owners to remove as many

" trees as they want without a per-
mit, Snizek said that potential
developers can entice property
owners to remove trees prior to
selling properties to the developer.

Snizek said he thinks it is nec-
essary for the Planning Board’s
adjuncts (the Tree Preservation,
Historic Preservation, and
Architectural Review committees)
to hotd a summit to more effective-
ly manage development in the
future.

“l would like to see a sympo-
sium on intelligent planning in
Westfield bringing together the
community, Planning Board, and
developers,” he said.

toers.

NICOLE DIMELLA/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Doing the heavy lifting

Volunteers Dan Villalobos of Westfield, left, and Kevin Brown of Cranford pull dead branches from
the brush at Lenape Park on Springfield Avenue in Westfield. Saturday's clean-up event was
another in Union County's efforts to do a littls tall cleaning at area parks with the help of volun-

Board rejects subdivision
application on Prospect Street

By BRAD BISHOP
THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD — The Planning
Board voted 5-1 to reject a proposed
subdivision on Prospect Street at
its meeting Monday. The applicants
for the subdivision, Bruce and
Edna Ashforth, were seeking to cre-
ate two single-family building lots
from an existing single lot.

In the subdivision’s extended
final hearing, their fourth on the
matter, board members heard
extended testimony from Bruce
Ashforth related to the chronology
of his ownership interests on the
property.

Ashforth purchased his property
in 1967 and a nearby lot in 1974,
always with the intention of devel-
oping the second lot. He construct-
ed a driveway on the second lot and
did sewer work as well. In 1981
contiguous lots under the same
title, including the Ashforth’s, were
merged into one lot. And after a
series of zoning changes over the
next years, the town’s 1996 master
plan settled the upper Prospect
Street area into an zone,
designed to protect the low-density
area from development. It was the
RS-40 zone from which Ashforth
sought several variances,

The RS-40 zone requires that
lots contain an area of 40,000
square feet, a width of 150 feet, a
depth of 200 feet, and frontage of
generally 150 feet. Ashforth sought
to gain a variance for 33,375 square
feet of area, 125 feet of width, and
several other minor nonconforming
zoning conditions.

An attorney representing sever-
al neighborhood families opposed
to the application argued that the
variance was unjustified because
the Ashforths had not shown that
there was an overall benefit to the
zone or anyone but the applicant,
Concerns about wetlands and
drainage were also raised.

Ashforth’s attorney argued that
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the area of the property was unique
because of 40,000 square feet of
wastage, or unutilized space. He
argued that the streetscape would
not be affected by the construction
of a single family home on the prop-
erty, and that there would be no
detriment to the neighborhood. He
added that the new lot would not be
significantly different from existing
lots, But members of the public who
spoke at the hearing disagreed
with that assertion.

Susan Stern, who lives on
Prospect Street, pleaded to the
board to preserve the integrity of
the town. “Your zoning has pre-
served our neighborhood,” she said,
referring to the 1995 zoning deci-
sion. “The upper Prospect aren pro-
vides something other areas don't
provide,” she added, noting its
“secluded, rustic environment.”

Nancy Pendergast of Prospect
Street testified that the area has
become a haven for joggers and
even small mammals like deer and
foxes. “Preserve the character (the
street) lends to the community,” she
said, noting that development on
Prospect Street manipulates wet-
lands and would create an added
population burden on Franklin
Elementary School.

Some residents who spoke
feared establishing n precedent for
development in the area. Resident
Barbara Lang said, “The subdivi-

sion would open a Pandora's Box
for similar properties on the cusp of
being opened to development.”
Another resident suggested that
debris and runoff from previous
Prospect St. construction has
affected severnl ponds downstream
and that further construction could
exacerbate the problem.

Board members expressed simi-
lar sentiments. “This is a unique,
special area of Westfield,” said
member Martin Robins.

Town engineer Ken Marsh also
expressed concern over the 125 foot
width the variance would have per-
mitted. And board choirman Jay
Boyle said permitting the reduced
lot width could quickly lead to the
60 foot width seen elsewhere in
town. “The word neighborhood
sticks out in my mind,” he said.
“Many neighborhoods don’t exist in
town anymore.”

Bruce Long was the only bonrd
member who voted to approve the
subdivision. “It was u‘wuys the
intent of the owner for two lois,” he
aaid. “I don't see a great detriment
to the neighborhood.” Long added
that he felt the applicant had
demonstrated that wetlands issues
had been addressed, and said he
didn’t feel the subdivision would
have set a precedent.

“Mr. Ashforth was caught
between a rock and a hard place,”
Long said.
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“Amazing New Website Helps
Carpal Tunnel Sufferers!”

Clark, NJ - NEW FREE REPORT reveals information that
shows you may not need surgery after all! If you are
suffering from symptoms associated with carpal tunnel
syndrome and are frustrated and don’t know what to do
next, get your copy of this free report by going ONLINE to
this website: www.painfreenj.com or call 800-286-4937.
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Special ed

students

doing well on tests

But district is continuing search for
new methods to improve instruction

By GREG MARX
THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD -~ Special educa-
tion students in local schools are
performing above federal guide-
lines on statewide proficiency tests,
but that didn’t keep district adiin-
istrators and Board of Education
members {rom engaging in a
lengthy discussion Tuesday night
about how to improve the quality of
instruction those students receive.

According to information pre-
sented by Assistant
Superintendent Margaret Dolan,
the special education population
surpassed the “adequate vearly
progress” requirements established
in the No Child Left Behind Act.

On the High School Proficiency
Assessment, given ta 11th-graders,
82.3 percent of special edueation
students scored proficient or better
in language arts; the federal stan-
dard for 2003 was 73 percent. In
math, 64 percent were proficient,
while the federal standard was 55

reent.

On the Grade Eight Proficiency
Assessment, 66.3 percent were pro-
ficient or better in language arts
(the federnl standard is 58 percent)
and 463 percent in wmath (com-
pared to 39 percent),

On the fourth-grade NJ Ask
test, 81,56 percent were proficient in
language arts (compared Lo 68 per-
cent) and 78 percent in math (com-
pared to 53 percent).

In all of the different areas, we
clearly surpassed what  was
required,” Dolan said. She also
noted the district’s specinl educa-
tion population outperformed by
far the county-wide average,

Under the No Child Left Behind
Act, federal standards for profi-
ciency will rise every two yenrs
until, by 2014, every tested child
must. demonstrate proficiency in
all areas. Administrators took
another opportunity Tuesday to
criticize that goal as unrealistic,
but acknowledged the law has
slaced new emphasis on sub-popu-
tations sucth ns special education
students.

“It's definitely going to focus our
efforts,” said Superintendent
William _Foley. “...We're really
going to have to look at what works
and make that the basis of the
IEP” An IEP is an individual plan

which must be prepared annually .
for each special education student. -

To that end, administrators,
board members and parents dis-
cussed possible improvements to
the program.

Foley noted that one of the chal-
lenges is that in “replacement”
classes — classes which replace
mainstream classes for special
education students, and which are
intended for students with the
most severe need — instruction
often strays away from the core
curriculum standards. That dis-
crepancy lenves students less pre-
pared for standardized tests and,
according  to parent  Laura
Sullivain, makes the transition
back to a mainstrenm classroom
more difficult,

Foley said the district, which
now uses certified teachers of the
handicapped for those classes, may
have to switch 1o teachers wit
more expertise in specific subject
areas,

Also discussed was the discrep-
ancy in methods between the mid-
dle schools; Edison uses an “in-
cluss support” model in which cer-
tificd teachers are assigned to help
instruct a group of special educn-
tion students in a mainstream
classroom, while Roosevelt uses
paraprofessionals who do not have
mstructional expertise often pro-
vide more in(liviAualized attention,

‘oley snid “there’s no real evi-
dence to suggest that one'’s better
than the other,” and said the best
solution may be a mixture of the
two models.

District officials also acknowl-
edged the puidance department
needs to work more successfully
with special education students,
who make up about 16 percent of
the total student population and
more than half of whom pursue
higher education. And Assistant
Superintendent Theodore Kozlik
made a pitch to board members for,
among other things, more plan-
ning time for teachers and a spe
cial services supervisor for the ele
mentary and intermediate levels,

The board took no action on thi
issue Tuesday, but said it woul
take up the topic again soor
Improving instruction and pe
formance for special education st
dents is among the board’s goal
for the current school year.
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Seeing with
2020 vision

The end of the year is always a good time to reflect on
1 the past and look to the future. It is time for residents of
4 New Jersey to pause and ponder what their state will be
like in nearly two decades — an example of developing
2020 vision.

Perhaps the most overriding issue in the coming years
will be controlling development. New Jersey is already the
most highly developed state in the country; if the real
' estate boom continues to be robust, more growth, particu-
" larly in the suburbs, is inevitable. Suburbs that were rural

areas 20 years ago will be small cities in 2020. And they

will have the same problems as all small eities — traffic,

. erime, environmental pressures, maintaining the gquality
' of public education ete. That also means today’s rural
+ areas are likely to become tomorrow’s suburbs. Remember

what New Jersey was in 1980 and consider all the changes

in the last two decades; the next two decades will probably
. have even more changes.

It is never too early to start planning for the future
development of the state, “Smart Growth,” the latest fash-
ionable buzz word in planning, may not be enough to pre-
serve the state’s quality of life. For example, municipalities
. throughout New Jersey are eager to host corporations;
after all, a corporate headquarters generates plenty of
property tax revenue withoul requiring a proportionate
. amount of municipal services. However, 8 major corpora-
tion moving into a suburban area generates considerable
more traffic on highways that are already congested, and
more housing in “fringe” areas between developed suburbs
and rural areas. That increase in population then places
1" more pressure on the local board of education, which then
1 has to raise property taxes. And that, in turn, prompts
local officials to begin the search for more property tax rat-
ables, which then starts the vicious cycle all over again.

4 So perhaps it really isn’t good news when a corporation
announces plans to locate in your suburban town. What
should be done to rein in development?

More teeth should be put into the state master plan, a
document that offers a reasonable vision for the future of
. New Jersey. Regional planning that stretches across coun-
.ty borders needs to bhe developed. More tax incentives
should be given for corporations to locate in urban areas,
1 where mass transit is available and the need for an eco-
* nomic boost is more needed. And, of course, there should be

less reliance on property taxes to fund municipal govern-
ment and public education. When a bettor and more just
way is found to fund public eduention, then the pressure to
_ lure property tax ratables will be relieved from municipal-
ities.
. Unfortunately, given the perpetual climate of avoidance
_in Trenton, New Jersey will still be stuck with an anti-
uated property tax system two decades from now. No can-
gidate. however, will promise true reformy; calling for a
more progressive income tax to shift the burden from the
low and middle-class property tax burden requires more
political courage than is available in Trenton. Rebates and
deductions are not the answer; they just complicate the
situation. Radical reform is needed so that the state can
finally fulfill its just obligation to public school funding.
But until the property tux system is overhauled, develop-
ment will continue to inch into rural areas and the Garden
State may eventually become the Parking Lot State.

Despite all the rhetoric from politicians begging for your
vote with pledges to limit growth, the urbanization of New
Jersey will continue to creep toward new frontiers in the
next two decades. The volers must let eandidates know
that enough is enough,
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Letters to the editor

BeeN THERE.
DONE THAT

AARP sells out members on Medicare

To The Record-Press:

The AARP, also known as the American Society
for Retired Persuns, has continually violated its
commitment to its members.

During the past five years, the AARP national
dues have been raised two times without any
input from its general membership. Now, the hier-
archy of the AARP at ity posh headguarters in
Washington, D.C, including President William
Novelli, who earns about $300,000 per year and
many other highly paid executives, have suddenly
switched their weeks of opposition and officially

approved the disastrous Congressional bill for

revising Medicare and providing an expensive
scheme for senior citizens to obtain preseription
drugs.

My dues have been paid, but my fellow mem-
bers and T have not been asked for our opinious on
this issue. AARP members, particularly those who
Lelong to lecnl elubs, are steadfastly questioning
and protesting many of the revisions contained in
the Congressional bill, Many members are tearing
up their membership cards or letting their
already-paid dues expire.

Aﬂ'ur({ublv Medicare, as we now know it, will be

virtually abolished for the middle class. The only
persons who will benefit more are those who have
less than $6,000 in assets and/or those with
incomes below the so-called poverty level. A built-
in feature will be millions to be spent for the
hiealth care of aliens.

There will also be an option to privatize
Medicare so that private insurance companies will
be uble to sell henlth benefit deals with escalating
premimms, Among those offering health benefit
tnsurance is the AARP, which also promotes sales
of bonds, automobile insurance similar to AAA,
and other commuedities.

AARY tries to pass itself of as being the
spokesman for retired persons, nnd works desper-
utely to direct the senior citizen vote at the polling
places to follow its recommendations. It forgets
that the older person has a great deal of wisdom
and has spent vears researching, analyzing, and
making prudent individual decisions, The AARP
has very little influence on molding the minds of
older persons, and it should consult with its gener-
al membership on major decisions.

HAZEL HARDGROVE
Springfield
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NANCY BATEMAN
teld

Wes
Yos. | ?Uasa | will finish shep-

ping at the last minute shopping.

HAVE YOU STARTED YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING YET?

RAOUL LARRINAGA BONNIE GOLD SUSAN MENAKER
Fanwood Scotch Plains Mountainside
No, we don't do a lot of holidny  Yes, I've done some ol t. Bul | Yes. | will ba finished in a couple
shopping. will probably be done on  of weeks.

Christmas Eve.

PRANK DIMOND!
Cranford
No. | don'l usually do much

ANGIE DAILEY
Crantord
Yeg, | went shopping on Black
Friday. This year | have to he
done shopping by the 15th

Letter policy

Jersey Boy

Mike Deak

The lament
of a retired
pro moper

The one thing 1 miss about
being young is not having permis-
sion to mope.

When you're in your late teens
or early 20s, you're expected to
mope. It’s part of the maturation
process, like acne. It's the time of
your life when the chemicals
secreted by the part of your brain
called the Modula Seattle cause
you to revel in existential disdain.

Because 1 fancied myself an
artistic type, 1 was a great moper
at my college, Johns Hopkins,
which is known for its classic
intramural mope competitions.

Unlike my classmates who
feverishly competed for spots in
medical or law school, 1 tried to
restore moping to a high art form
by writing lengthy essays in the
college newspaper about the joys
of moping. The essays were popu-
lar because they gave the so-
called “throats” {what is the com-
parable slang these days?) the
vicarious thrills into the moper
culture, where you placed your-
self above the rigorous demands
of the academic world and
instead retreated to a world of tel-
evision reruns and long mournful
conversations with fellow mopers.

Do not confuse moping with
depression. Depression is a clini-
cal disease; moping is a rational
way of life. (I was born too soon to
have Keanu Reeves.) People who
mope de not engage in self-
destructive behavior, like drink-
ing or taking drugs, we mopers
engage in self-indulgent behavior,
like endless debates whether
Kierkegaard would have liked
Bachman-Turner Overdrive or
writing The Great American
Novel about a young college atu-
dent from a small Central Jersey
town who becomes the savage
lover of Ayn Rand’s niece,

Mopers have very little social
life, except for communal whining
and complaining. Sometimes
mopers of the opposite sex come
together in a tortured relation-
ship marked by desultory passion
and long, uncomfortable silences
in which neither one dares to
speak of any emotions that
refused to be stirred. If you dare
fantasize about the future of the
relationship, your ideal is reading
Kafka — in separate books, of
course — in a dork, damp coffee-
house on a rainy January day in
Prague. The relationship lapses
in and out of activity and eventu-
ally it sputters to a close with a
faint and sweet trace of wistful-
ness that often signais the begin-
ning of The Grand Mope.

I remember my mopes with a
great deal of fondness. They were
times when The Mope Muse guid-
ed my hand across electric type-
writer keys to compose audacious
sentences and sentiments 1 would
never dare to expresa today. When
I'm forced to confront the growing
pite of ancient clips at home,
mevitably [ find one of those
moper esanys and though 1 may
be emburrassed by some of the
content, I atn impressed by the
foolish courage that propelled me
to reveal the withered roul of the
maper,

remember being intensely
happy when | wrote the darkest
puaraagen nbout the minutiae of a
waper's life 1t was 0 yvoung
writer's Cateh-22. 1 couldn't write
utibens 1 was moping, but the pet
of writing rousald me o of the
mope. To thie day, 1 samotines
fear, the torrent of creativity atjl)
ntarta with just o deip of mope

Bt pow, more than haltway
through my  nctuney- predictad
lifo, 1 ean nmt afford e,
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Letters may be edited for content, brevity,
good taste and libel. Letters should be type-
written and inelude the writer's daytime tele-
phene number for verification, if necesnary
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That's why. o0 iy next vag.
tion, F'm going to Club Mope for «
woelk. Just for old time's s ke
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Students
help build
homes, and
friendship

ELIZABETH — The girls of

Brownie Girl Scout Troop 99, sec-
ond-graders from Westfield's
Wilson Elementary School. made
sandwiches and brownies uand
then provided the lunch to volun-
teers installing sheetrock at a
Habitat for Humanity home site
in Elizabeth recently.

Not old enough to successfully
wield a hammer, they wanted to
find another way to help, and
came up with feeding the adult
volunteers. They originally envi-
sioned a project to help others.
but the girls found they got some-
thing in return — the fun of mak-
ing new friends.

The girls made muacrame
friendship bracelets with the
daughter of the soon-to-be home-
owner, 8-vear-old Brianna, and
her cousins Jessica and Cynthia.
The girls shared crafts, stories,
and childhood nicknames with
their new friends — the only dif-
ficulty was trying to talk over the
sounds of pounding hammers!
The Brownies are looking for-
ward to seeing the house when it
is finished later this winter.

S s

Cynihia La Rossa (rear row, far lefi), Jessica La Rossa (rear row, tar right) and Brianna Wilkerson
front row, far left) of Elizabeth hang oul with Westfield Brownies Cait yn Tierney, Audrey Bangs,
mma Kao, Belle Hutchins and Nora Moriarty.

hea Fitzpatrick,

achel Holtzman,

B Boy Scout Troop 33 of Fanwood
d Scotch Plains recently
ounced Aaron Doliber has
e something that only two per-
t of scouts are able to achieve
»he has completed the reguire-
ants for the rank of Eagle Scout.
‘In recognition of this achieve-
wmeat, an Eagle Scout Court of
Monor was conducted Nov. 24 at
Panwood Presbyterinn Church ta
awerd the rank and celebrate the
plishment with his troop,
bily members and other signifi-
t people in Aoron’s life. The
remony was opened by Fanwood
ayor Jung reading the procla-
ation marking the day as “*Aaron

eet new
director of
pecial services

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Learning Disabilities
Association of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood invites parents,
guardians and caregivers with
children receiving any type of
additional educationnl services
to meet Thomas Beese, the new
director of special services for
the district.

The morning event will take
place over coffee and tea 9:30
n.m. Wednesday at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
Westfield Rond. The event
should be a great opportunity
for parents to bring any ques-
tions or concerns ubout a child's
education, services, district
processes, last year's self-
nssessment or anything else
relating to special education in
the district.

Beese has worked in the tield
of apecial education for 24 years
in a variety of settings, runging
from urban te suburban and
Inrge and small school districts,
Beese has worked as a teacher,
lenrning consultant, principal,
director and assistant superin-
tendent,

A graduate of  Willinn
I'aterson, he enrned hix master's
degree also at Willisam !’ntm‘mm

71939 hin administration cer
liﬁmtinn nt Kean and hix doe-
toral credite at Seton Hall.

Thin meeting is free nnd open
to all, Sign up to goarantes n
xeat by ealling (90H) 322.4020,

axt, B or o online  at
hvww lduspf.org

R R

Aaron Doliber earns
ank of Eagle Scout

bervice project involved restoration
pf the Fanwood Nature Center

Doliber Day”.

For his Engle Service Project,
Aaron planned, organized, and
conducted a restoration of the
Fanwood Nature Center. The
project included cleaning trash
from the trails and creek, clearing
deadfall, creating trail borders,
restoring the trails with wood
chips, and painting benches. More
than 30 scouts and parents partic-
ipated over two weekends. The
work involved coordination with
the Public Works and the
Environmenatal Commission.

Asron, n sophomore at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School,
began his scouting career as a

Aaron Doliber of Boy Scout Troop 33 officially became an Eagle

Scout In a Nov. 24 ceremony.

Cub Scout with Pack 4 at All
Sainta Episcopal Chureh and has
been a member of Troop 343 since
May 1999. He has been a pillar of
the troop, having atterded every
one of the troop’s 39 overnight

camping trips since joining the
troop.

Aaron is the son of Randy and
Suzanne Doliber. His younger
brother, Patrick, is a Life Scout in
Troop 33.

North Ave.

create a retirement plan

Fern will discuss how business owners ean
for themselves

Executive offers tips on retirement

WESTFIELD — Leon Fern, regional vice
president of GE Financial Corp.,
“The GE Retirement Anawer,” the third work-
shop in the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce Business Workshop Series, 6-8
p.m. Tuesday at UBS Financial Services, 109

will lend

non-members.

and/or their employees and explain how to
“guarantee” retirement income,

All are welcome to uttend. Admission to the
workshop is $20 for WACC members, $30 for

Proceeds go to the WACC Schelarship for a
gradunting Westfield High School student.
Contaet the chamber office at (908) 233-3021
for more information or to reserve a space.

Michael Kohn Jeweters

Prospect Street

Many Clever Hands
Sole

Rituals Hair & Body Spa

Quimhy Street
Anthulogy

Castle Bootery
Mother & Baby Co
oottty Showes

'%,w/' otation o ;7(
VWestfeeld VN inter . Jtroll

Sunday, December 7th 3-7pm

Join us!

Participating merchants will be donating a percentage of the evening’s
receipts to The Education Fund of Westfield

This Year’s Participating Stores: XI
North Avenue East Broad A Elm Street
Adler’s Jewelers Unlimited Communications Lancaster’s
MotoPhoto Menina Juxtapose Gallery

The Leader Store

American Shoe Rep/luggage
Classic Thyme

Gift Monkey

Bella Rena

Nirvana

Town Book Store

Baron’s Drugs

Cellular Signal Plus

The Golden Bee Antiques

ook for the "Proud Sponsor of the Education Fud®™ signs on the pasticipsting merchant’s door
Hu o Fund Thanks these wonderfud local stores for supporting o schools? Witl special thanks
o upu's Nuu !hm Hlown Hu \rfnld « mpummm And the mmn al pe rlmnu'n Im n’w

Success Express

The Papery

The Green Room
Anais

Kabloom

Periwinkles Fine Gifts
Planet Smoothie

The Flower Zone

Central Avenue
Douglas Casmietics
Detaily New York

l‘l ('IlfHI{

Willow Grove plans

an Advent

Sunday’s event
will feature holiday
crafts and treats

SCOTCH PLAIN Willow
Grove Presbyvteriin Church will
hold its 26th annual Advent
Festival 4:30-7:30 pan. Sunday.

Evervone is welcome, sinpgles
or families, youngsters or old-
sters, connected to a congrega
tion or not, knowing no one or
knowing many. All are invited 1o
participate in the fun. Babies
and toddlers will be sade and
well-cared for in the Children's
Ark.

There will be activities appro-
printe for aduits and children,
including holiday crafts for home
decor, cookie-baking and icing, a
Christmas playlet presented by
and including all the children
present (with o cute seript and
some adult guidance), fellowship
over a simple supper, a brief thne
of devotions and singing of old
favorite Christmas carvols,

On display will be materials
from Heifer Projoect.
International, a mission organi-
zation dedicated to providing
needy fumilies in developing
countries  with live animals
which they care for and whose
natural produets, such as epgs,
milk, wool, can be sold to

Festival

improve the family income. The
Advemt Festival Committee
thought 1t expecially appropriate
at this holiday gift-giving time to
provide the opportunity for prac-
tical gifts that could mmmeasur-
ably tmprove the lives of people
struggling m poverty. Depending
on the size of individual dona-
tions, Heifer Project will provide
a needy family with a flock of
chickens or o goat, a pair of raly-
bits or o sheep. Gift cards will be

avaalable  for  purchase  that
Sunday. '
The four weecks preceding

Dec, 25, Christmas Day, are com-
mvmmdtod by Christians 0s
Advoent, the punnd set aside iy
the chureh calendar for the
preparation of hearts, minds and
spirits to welcome the birth of
Josus on Christmas, This Witlow
Grove Advent Festival seeks (o
enable  attendees  to  catch
glimpses of the coming joy and
vxpunvnu- the true reason 1m
the seasan's ;'luw

Willow Grove, fully lmndt-
cuppotl-ucrossil)lv. is located ot
1961 Raritan Rd., across the
street from  the Hu)t(h lens
Southside Firehouse.

For more information or t
sign up to attend, call the church
office during weckday morning
hours at (908) 232-5678, o
phonv Barbaran Couphos at (90&)

322-7892,

Rowan joins Overlook staff

The  Cancor  Center  at
Overlook Hospital recently wel-
comed a local resident to its stafl.

Emile Rowan, LOCSW, of
Westfield is a clinical licensed
socinl worker and brings 18
yenrs of experience in the mental
health field to aid oncology
patients. Since Rowan's arrival,
there are new support programs
for concer patients and their
families in addition to enhanced
current groups, educational
workshops and nmind-body pro-
grams.

Rownn has extensive profes-
sional and personal experience
in all aspeets of illness and deal-
ing with the stress brought
about by the impact cancer
brings into one'’s life. As a result
of losing a parent to cancer, she
has devaloped tools to cope and
adjust to the emotional changes
cancer brings

Among the new programs,
“The Journey Ahead” is u new

group designed to be a cancer
putient orientation program and
empower patients in the treat-
ment  process.  Sessions  are
scheduled 9-10:30 aum. Jan. §
and 20. '
“Facing  the Challenge” is
anather support group designedl
to meet the psycho-social needs
of the cancer putwnt and uim—
givers. This series nddresses in
an open-ended forum issues for
the patient and their caregivers
in a supportive group setting.
The next wmk-shop is Dec, 1Y;
call (908) H22-5349 to 1dg13ter.
Rowun fucilitules o grieving
group for family members whp
have lost o loved one due to can-
cer. 'Thig  support group,
“Recovery  from  Loss” meeth
every 4-5:30 p.m. Mondays. .
Rowan can be reached directly
at (908) 622-5265 for information
or to register for any oncelo
support program. Al suppg{
programs are free of charge. !
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This week

'FRIDAY
DEC. 5

MAYOR'S GALA — in
Scotch Plains, to benefit local
charities. An evening of dining,
dancing and socianhzing for the
whole community. Snuffy’s

" Pantagis Renaissance, Park
_ Avenue. 7 p.n.-midnight Dec.
~ B, $55. (908 322-6700, ext.
- 221,
w EL GRECO EXHIBIT —
T tour the works of the famous
ainter at the Metropolitan
useum of Art, sponsored by
" Friends of Westlield Memorial
“Library. Bus leaves library
8:45 a.m., returns 5:30 p.m.
~$63. (908) 233-2902.

*SATURDAY
 DEC. 6

+. LONGWOOD GARDENS
7 - trip to Pennsylvania attrac-
- tions sponsored by Westfield
.%Adult School. See 300 flower
" beds decorated for the holi-
" days, and visit the Brandywine
"Museum to see artworks by

Wyeth. (908) 232-4050.
BOXING EXHIBITION —
prominent Westfield residents
_ take to the ring against former

heavyweight contender Gerry
Cooney to raise maoney for
Centennial High School. Event
begins 6 p.m. Tickets $75-
$200. (908) 789-6070 or (908)
232-6770, ext. 129,

HEALING SERVICE
for those who are ill and their
caretakers. 6 p.m. Temple
Sholom Chapel in Fanwood
FPresbyterian Church, Martine
and LaGrande avenues. Open
to the public. Followed by a
concert at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
DEC. 7

HOME FOR THE HOLI-
DAYS — annual house tour
sponsored by the Cranford
Junior Woman’s Club. A
chance to see the interiors of
four distinguished local homes,
Noon-4 p.m. (908) 272-7971.

WINTER STROLL — sea-
sonal promotion returns to
downtown Woestfield. Many
lecal stores participate in
activities to benefit Education
Fund of Westfield., (908) 233-
2646,

‘ANTI-SEMITISM
Fanaticism, and Terrorism.
Lecture by Jewish scholar
Malcom Hoenlein. 10 a.m. JCC
of Central NJ, 1391 Martine

Ave., Scotch Plains. Reserve a
seat at (908) 889-8800, ext 205
or slemerman@jcenj.org,
‘OLD-FASHIONED HOL.-
IDAY’ — Celebration spon-
sored by Scotch Plains
Business and Professional
Association. Numerous festivi-
ties from 11 am.-4 p.m. at

Village Greene; Santa will
arrive at 3 p.m,
HOLIDAY CELEBRA-

TION — community event in
Fanwood. 2-5 p.m. North side
train station. Santa arrives at
3 p.m.; tree lighting at dusk.

JEWISH ART LECTURE
-- by Laura Krueger, curator
of the dJewish Institute of
Religion Museum at the
Hebrew Union College. 10:30
a.m.-noon, Unien Cathslic
High School, Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains. (908) 889-4900.

ADVENT FESTIVAL
for the whole family. 4:30-7:30
p.m, Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church, 1961
Raritan Rd., Scotch Plains.
{908) 232-5678.

MONDAY
DEC. 8

PNEUMONIA VACCINA.
TION sponsored by
Westfield Regional Health
Department, open to Westfield
and Fanwood residents. 9-11
a.m, Westfield Municipal
Building, 4256 E. Broad St.

Open only to those who have
pre-registered.

WEDNESDAY
DEC. 10

PAJAMA PARTY — for
kids age 3-6. Children can
enjoy bedtime story, a craft
activity, a video and hot choco-
late. 7 p.m. Westfield Memorial
Library, East Broad Street. In-
person registration is required
and begins Dec. 1.

MEET THOMAS BEESE
— the new director of special
gservices for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. $:30 a.m. SP-F High
School, Westfield Road. To reg-
ister, (908) 322-4020, ext. 5 or
www.ldaspf.org.

SATURDAY
DEC. 13

HOLIDAY EXCURSION
— trip to Bethlehem, Pa.,
“America’s Christmas City” To
register, call the Community
School of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at (908) 889-7718 or
the Scotch Plains Recreation
Depariment at (908) 322-6700,

‘GETTING ORGANIZED’
— talk by Beverly Yackel for
the Genealogical Society of the
West Fields. 10 a.m. Westfield
Memorial Library. Open to the
public.
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Car parked over
leaves catches fire

SCOTCH PLAINS

A vehicle belonging to a
Princeton Avenue resident
caught fire Saturday; according
to police, it appears the vehicle
was parked over a pile of leaves.
The  Scotch Plains Fire
Department arrived to extin-
guish the fire.

&gk

A Union Catholic student
reported that her purse was
stolen from a vehicle that was
left unattended Nov. 24,

The student reported she was
cleaning out her locker when she
placed her purse inside the vehi-
cle. She returned after a moment
and the purse was gone.

kg

On Nov. 25 a worker from the
Jewish Federation of New Jersey
reported a computer removed
from her office.

The theft occurred sometime
between Nov. 18 and Nov. 25. The
computer had been secured
inside an office.

E L 3

A member from the Knights of
Columbus located on North
Avenue reported illegal dumping
Nov. 25.

Lt 3

A resident of Rambling Drive

got a rude Thanksgiving Day sur-

Police Log

prise, as his 1995 Acura Integra
was stolen from his driveway. The
theft occurred sometime between
6:15 p.m. Nov. 26 and 9 a.m. Nov.
27.

The owner said the vehicle
had been left unlocked.

WESTFIELD

After being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation, Monica
Flora of Cumberland Street was
arrested for driving while intoxi-
cated Nov. 25.

dokoke

On Nov. 25 Jacob Tuano of
Trenton was arrested on war-
rants out of Westfield, Millburn,
Hillside, and Kearny.

Frrs

A resident of Westfield Ave,
reported someone entered his
unlocked vehicle and removed
cash, a cell phone, and a pock-
etknife Monday.

On Monday, Dante Mariani of
Kenilworth was arrested on an
open warrant out of Harrison.
Mariani was arrested after police
were called in to check out a sus-
picious person on Central Ave.

Scotch Plains man
charged in robbery

Allegedly brandished
toy gun at guard

By JENNIFER McCANDLESS
STAFF WRITER
WATCHUNG — A Scotch

Plains man was arrested and
charged with armed rebbery Nov.
24 after he allegedly pulled a toy
gun on a security officer at Target
in the Watchung Square Mall.

Somerset County Prosecutor
Wayne Forrest said Darren
Easley, 55, was seen taking items
from store shelves and placing
them in his pockets. Store securi-
ty officers attempted to detain
him, but he allegedly pulled the
gun from his pocket and threat-
ened the officers.

Police said Easley ran from
the store, dropping several packs
of razor blades, to a vehicle wait-
ing outside and fled. Store
employees obtained a license

A Sunday

plate number, which police used
to stop the vehicle later that day
in Fanwood.

The driver, Charles Jones, was
alone in the car and was ques-
tioned by police. Surveillance
videos from Target showed Jones
was not the alleged shoplifter,
and police used the videos to
identify the shoplifter as Easley.

Jones was released, but was
kept under police surveillance,
Forrest said. Jones drove to
Plainfield where he reportedly
picked up Easley.

Police then stopped the vehicle
near Route 22 and Easley was
arrested, Forrest said. Police
allegedly found the toy handgun
that was used in the robbery in
Ensley’s pocket. Jones was not
charged, but the investigation is
continuing.

Easley was charged with
armed robbery, possession of a
weapon and simple assault. His
bail was set at $45,000. He was
taken to Somerset County Jail.

‘Stroll’

returns to Westfield

WESTFIELD — As the holiday
season draws nearer, officials
lanning the third annual

estfield Winter Stroll remind
residents that this year’s event,
including an array of stores, will
take place Sunday. This stroll,
sponsared by The Education Fund
of Westfield, will run 3-7 p.m.

Stores participating in the
stroll include Anthology, Adlers
Jewelers, Baron's Drug Store,
Castle Bootery, Cellular Signal
Plus, Classic Thyme, Detnils NY,
Douglas Cosmetics, The Flower
Zone, The Gift Monkey, Golden
Bee Antiques, Juxtapoese Gallery,
Kabloom, Lancasters Hallmark,
The Leader Store, Many Clover
Hands, Menina Mother & Baby
Co., Moto Phote, The Papery,
Periwinklea Fine Gilts, Planet
Smwothie, Scott's Shoes, Sole,
Success Express, and The Town
Book Store.

Participating merchants may
also be identifled by posters dis-
played in  their  windows.

Refreshments will be provided at
geveral locations, along with
street entertainment, The Little
Opera Company of New Jersey
will perform during the evening,
as will the Watson Highlanders
Pipe Band and Escape-Women's
Barbershop Quartet. And Ted
Schlosberg, executive director and
founder of the New Jersey
Workshop for the arts, will be
back to play his famous alphorn.

Childcare for the event will be
provided through the Westfield Y
and proceeds from the evening’s
childcare  will  benefit the
Waestfield Y Teen Programa.

The Education Fund of
Weatfield, Inc. provided more
than $30,000 in the past year in
grants for programs and projects
thut were not included in the

operationnl  budget  of local
schools.

For more information on the
Winter Stroll, contact Beth

Payhojos at (908) 6564-80h4 or
Merry Wisler al (808) 233-26486.

HOURS. FRIDAY 4.9, SATURDAY 9.9, SUNDAY 9.6
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Carolers will sing
for charity next week

SCOTCH PLAINS — Carolers
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood will
stop by homes to sing holiday
melodies 4-9 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
11.

Donations will benefit the Tiny
Tim Fund, a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides financial assis-
tance to children in Fanwood and
Scotch Plains who are in need of
medical care and cannot afford it.
To have the carolers stop at your
home, leave porch lights on
between 4 and 9 p.m.

Contributions may also be
made directly to The Tiny Tim
Fund, PO. Box 18], Fanwood, NJ
07023. For additional information,
call Mari at (908) 233-6513.

Blood drive Saturday
at Presbyterian Church

FANWOQOD - The deacons of
Fanwood Presbyterian Church will
conduct their annual blood drive
8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday in the
church dining room.

Because blood can only be
stored for 42 days before being dis-
carded, it is especially important
to participate in blood drives on a
regular basis,

Marie Forrestal of the New
Jersey Blood Services said added
that during the holiday season,
blood supplies tend to drop to a
low three-day level. She added
that this year, in addition to blood
denations, New Jersey Blood
Services will be accepting platelet
donations.

The church is located at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande
avenues in Fanwood, For addition-
al information, call the church
office at (908) §89-8891.

Speaker to address
canine companions

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Y, located at 220 Clark St., has
announced the next meeting of the
Arthritis Education and Support
Group will be 7-8:30 p.m.
Wednesday. The meeting will fea-
ture Carole Dunscombe from the
organization Canine Companions
for Independence. Dunscombe will
speak and demonstrate the effec-
tiveness of dogs in assisting people
with disabilities.

The Arthritis Education and
Support Group is free and open to
the public, It offers participants a
comfortable environment to meet
and discuss day to day issues and
share current arthritis informa-
tion, The group is offered in con-
junction with the North Jersey
Regional Arthritis Center. Call
(908) 233-2700 for more informa-
tion or to register.

Torah Center presents
lecture on Maimonides

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center will present
ita third installment of the history
course titled “Great Heroea in
Jewish History: A Taste of Spain”
8 p.m. Wednesday at the center,
located at 418 Central Ave.

The subject of the lecture will
be Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon
(Rambam, 1135 - 1204) atherwise
known as Maimonides. He was
the most eminent Jewish philoso-
pher of the Middle Ages.

Rabbi, doctor, scholar and
writer, Maimonides continues 10
fascinate Jewish scholurs with his
writings to this day. Rabbi
Mitchell Bomrind of Kean
University and the JEC will give
the lecture.

No branch collection
yet in Scotch Plains

SCOTCH PLAINS — In
response to resident resguests, fhc-
township recently announced it
intends to complete leaf pick-up
before beginning collection of
downed branches.

Recent rough wenther patterna
have complicated leafl pick-up, ete.
ating several problenis dealing
with drainage and cleanliness of
ronda. Iin addition, the township
cannot mix tree parta with leaves
because branches do not break
down during the vmn;mlmr
procesa.The leaves are hy ed to
the Undon County Conservation
Center fur procesaiing, nnd the
county does not permit any other
vagetntive wnste

Afler the lenf :i-:'k-nT in e
pleted, the lnw:w\iip will nanint
renidanta by picking 1p branchee
brought dowt by the recent
stormmie, Officiale apid they will
have a more specific ugrlate in the
hear future oy the starting time
for tree branch and lunb collection.

Stained-glass artists lead a colorful life

Couple works together in life, and art

By BRAD BISHOP

THE RECORD-PRESS

Lee Renner and Marc Faust just
opened a major commissioned stained-
glass artwork at John F. Kennedy
Medical Center in Edison, but they're
willing to create just about anything, as
long as it is a challenge.

The married couple, who live in
Fanwood, began their professional collab-
oration 18 vears ago. Renner was an
illustrator and studied at the School of
Visual Art in New York, while Faust
started in the printing industry and as a
painter. Somehow, they both found their
way into working with glass.

“I got burnt out tin the printing indus-
try) and decided it was time to do some-
thing different,” Faust said.

Renner and Faust work on their proj-
ects from concept through fabrication and
beyond, even installing their work after
they've created it.

left to right flow. Horizontal lines connect
one section to another, evoking wind,
while the color scheme of one panel con-
nects it to the next.

Panels on the left are bright and sub-
tle, symbolic of spring. As the eye follows
lines and colors toward the center of the
piece, the colors become deeper and more
lush. Past the center greens and yellows
give way to browns and oranges, implying
the transition from summer to fall. The
palette of subsequent panels recedes into
deep, cold blues and purples. The final
winterlike panel is sparse and clear, dowm-
inated by white, black, and muted colors.

“The project consists of 40 different
colors of glass, all from different manu-
facturers,” snid Renner, who said the
most difficult part of the project was
designing the color scheme. She selected
the colors after an exhaustive two-week
search.

Much of the creative inspiration for
the project happened

They create original
glass pieces, wooden
pieces, murals, fram-
ing, corporate art
and logos, and also
perform restoration
work. Their work
with glass has got-
ten them the most
attention, however,

Their recent proj-
ect at JFK was

ect a Renner.
inspired by a verse

Much of the creative inspiration
for the project happened by
chance. “Marc was playing with a
set of French curves and swirling
designs. | pointed out that he'd
created the sun and the wind, and
it just fell in to place,” said Lee

¥ by chance. "Mare

was playing with a
set of French curves
and swirling
designs, I pointed
out that he'd created
the sun and the
wind, and it just fell
in to place,” Renner
said.

While the JFK
piece is their latest,
it is by no means the

from “The Prophet,”
by Lebanese poet Gahil Kabran: “And
what are your thoughts but the petals
which the winds of your heart scatter
upon the hills and its fields.”

The hospital wanted to create a “Place
of Prayer” chapel for visitors and
patients. As part of the $250,000 renova-
tion project, Renner and Faust were com-
missioned to create an artwork that rep-
resented the four seasons, was nonde-
nominational, and was not a literal repre-
sentation of a landscape, trees, or flowers.

Renner and Faust's solution was to

construct a piece which runs the length of

one wall. It consists of eight three-foot by
five-foot panels, each framed in cherry
wood, suspended in a horizontal row. “We
built the frames and hung (the picces)
from steel cable so they appear to float,”
said Faust. “We wanted to use one motif
to flow from panel to panel,” added
Renner.

The multi-colored piece is an abstract
compesition, but its lines have a linear,

only piece by Renner
and Faust with a public audience. Their
work has been displayed from Ottawa to
Heuston; another recently-commissioned
work for the Mercantile Stock Exchange
in New York City consisted of two six-
foot-tall glass panels etched with the
names and badge numbers of 19 mem-
bers of the NYNEX Stock Exchange who
died in the World Trade Center collapse,
Renner and Faust used a sandblasting
method to etch the 19 names onto the
piece.

“Sandblasting is u little like painting
by numbers,” Faust said, deseribing the
stenciling process he used to create the
asimple, effective memorial.

In addition to their original creations,
Renner and Faust do restoration work,
often on older mansions and houses that

have antique windows which are very dif-

ficult to repair if glass panes are broken.
“Nobody knows where to get work

done for leaden and stained-glass win-

dows,” Renner said. In fact, very few peo-

Mark Faust installs the commissioned stained glass artwork he and his wife Lee
Renner prepared for JFK Medical Center in Edison,

ple in New Jerscy or in the U8, general-
ly know how to replicate the processes
used by craftsmen who buill windows in
older mansions throughout the United
States. Many of these craftsmen wore
Germans chosen by wenlthy landowners
specifically for their unusual techniques
in erafting window frames and panes,
Their window frnmes cannot be mixed
and matched with most existing materi-
als.

One restoration Renner and Faust, are
working on requires the couple to cut
into 100-year-old lead frames, simulate
the gluss style and color hand-blown by
the original artisans, and then solder the
lend frames back together. Making the
restoration invisible is the real chal-
lenge, “The masons and eraftsmen used
unfamiliar techniques,” Faust said, “but
we would rather see people save things
and preserve them.”

Much of the couple’s work comes from
unusual misadventures. “We get a lot of
work from children and dogs,” Renner
siid, laughing. “One time a poodle
jumped through a pane of glass trying to

Film series
continues
in Fanwood

FANWQOOD — The Fanwood
Memorial Library’s Friday Film
Festival concludes its 2003 sen-
son in December with two popu-
lar movies. The series remains
completely free to the public,
and all films start at 7:30 p.m.
at the library.

On Friday, Dec. 5, the library
will present “The Santa Clause
2712002, G, 105 min,). Scott
Calvin (Tim Allen) has heen
Santa Claus for the past eight
years, and his loyal elves consid-
er him the best Santa ever, But
Santa’s got problems — he's
even mysteriously losing weight
— and things quickly go south

Q" . 164 v

got at the mailman,”

Working on their own has its rewards,
bul Renner and Faust said aubstituting
inspiration for a pnycheck can be tryin,
at times. “You have to be self-motivated.
The problem with working for yourself is
that you work all the time — even week-
ends,” Renner added.

They attribute their success to their
eluborate presentations. Each firm the
couple works with requests an example
of their work, nnd Renner and Faust usu-
ally ereate a small scnle model of what
they expect to create. Most artists in
their business seldom provide more than
a draft or storyboard for their prospee-
tive clients. “Firms want to see examples
of the work right away,” Faust said.

Their future holds more restorations
and three-dimensional work. “In our
spure time we generate new pieces and
are often able to scll them later,” Renner
snid. “Fall is a big time of year for resi-
dential restoration.”

For more information about this artis-
tic couple and their work, check Renner
and Faust's website at www.faustart.com.

Belsnickel pays a
visit to Miller-Cory

Children and families can encounter
a scary figure from German folklore

WESTFIELD -— The Miller-
Cory House Museum, located
at 614 Mountain Ave., will celo-
brate German Chrintmas cus-
toms with the arrival of the
Belsnicke! and a traditional
German dinner cooked over the
open hearth Sunday. The pro-
gram will be from 2-5 p.m.; the
lant tour beging nt 4 p.m.

Juck Petersen of Westfield
will portray the “Belanickel,” o
figure from German folklore,
who visited the homes of chil-
dren on Christmas Eve, He is «

vigitors and guide them
through the historic farm-
house. Deborah Bailey of
Westfield will also present a
program on German Christmas
customs, and Sherry Lange of
Cranford and Arlene Soong of
Plainfield will prepare a tradi-
tional German Christmas din-
ner over the open hearth,

The museum’s quaint gift
shop offers many unique gift
items, including colonial repro-
ductions, toys, coskbooks,

U —

when he finds out that his son,
Charlie, has landed on his year's
“naughty” list. Desperate to help
his son, Scott heads back home,
leaving a subatitute Claus to
watch over things at the Pole,
But when the substitute insti-
tutes suine sirangs re-definitions
of naughty and nics, putling
Christman at risk, it's up to
Scott to return with n new bay
of mngic to try to xave
Chiristinas,

The month's offerings con-
chude Dec. 12 with "Bruce
Almighty” 12004, PG-13, 101
min.). Bruce Nolan (Jim Carrey),
n televinion reporter in Buffaly,
in discontented with nlmont
everything In life despite hin
poputarity and the love of hin
gitlfriend, Grace Cennifer
Aniston?. At the end of the worat
day of hia life, Bruce angrily
ridiculen and rages sgainst God,
and Uod respunds, Ciod appenrs
in hama form (Morgan
Freeman) and, endowing Bruce
with divine powers, challengea
firuce to take on the big job to
ere of he ean do it any better

The eeriea will resuine again
sarly in 2004 The seriea ia cn.
upnﬁanrnd by the Friends of the
Fanwaon] Memorial Library with
the cnoperation of Palmer Videy

24. The chiidren prepared for the gathering
how the Pligrims and American Indians liv.

crafting items to wear and pr
muffins to share. The morning st

butter. Above,
at the table and join hands.

Traditional Thanksgiving at Brunner

Children In Bomndom'Hoyar'l Pre-K class at Brunner School
in Scotch Plains participated in a Th-nklrlvlng Gathering Nov,

by learning about

were made aware the peopie in colonial times needed the
same things we need today: shelter, food, clothes and ways to
have fun. The afternoon class came as American Indians,
ring popcorn and corn
nts made hats and collars
to emulate Pligrim attire and baked pumpkin bread and made
cKella Sylvester and Hatey Nakonechny meet

long ago. They

that he scullers,

senry visitor dressed in o cape
of ratty old pelts and worn out
clothes, The Belsnickel is nery-
ously awnited by the ehildren,
especially thowse children who
huve been noughty, He throws
candies to the children and
then disappears untit the next
( hristmas, Visitors to the
musewn will meet the
Belunickel, and children can
try to eoteh some of the candies

Uostamed docents will greet

recipes, teas and more.

Admission to the museum is $2

for ndults nnd 50 cents for stu- ’

dents. Children under six

yenrs of age are admitted free

of charge. {
The holiday spirit continues

at the Miller-Cory House

Museum with Gingerbread

Sunday, n program for young

childron, Dre. 14, For Informa- !

tion nbout the muscum and its

winter schedule of events, call

the muscum offiec nt (D08) 232.

1776.

Latest edition of poetry journal is now available

FANWOOD . The new issie of Kxit 1
magazine, an nnnual publication featuring
n variaty of Joenl nnd out-of-sinte posts, is
now available from borough reaided, editor
naed publisher Tom Plante.

[wavie numbere 11 of thie independent
fournal of comtemporary pootry inchdes the
work of 39 poets, including nine New
Juraey writers, Local contribitora to the
new insue of Exit 1 inchide Adale Kenny of
Fanweod, who writea about her vhildhood
in Baat Hahway, Juhn Mellsrmaott of
Cranford, who tenchea at Uplon County
Cotlege; Daburah LaVeglin of Cranford, whe
eo-directa the Ports Weilnesilpy series in
Woodbridge, David Alpnugh. n Plainfiell
native who returne to Exit 1) from

Shopping Center to the Wright Brothors at
Kitty Hawk, N.C",

Fxit 3 magnzine tnkew specinl pride in

Exit 13 magazine takes special
pride in being accessible to poets of
all agos and degrees of oxporlence.
I's a rost slop for wordsmiths In
transit, with a focus on geography,
travel and human expetience wher-
aver the roacd may lead.

in Seoteh Plaine, For mote infor-
mation, please call the library at
(908) 322-8400.

{'alifornia with thoughts of a special ear
and the open tond; end Plante himaelf,
whose subjeets range from the Blue Blar

heing recennlbie to poets of all ages and
degrenn of experivnee. [t's a rest stop for

wardnmiths I tenneit, with a focus on geog-

raphy, travel and human experience wher

'

over the rond may lead, nnd well-known
poets take their pince in itn pages alongside
neweomors to the field in ite pagos,

Plante named his magnzine after the ‘
Klizabeth exit oft the New Jereey Turnpike, ’
Hu b nerenbiledt and publbishod Exit 13 in
Funwond rinee TH8K, the yorr that he and .
hir wife moved out of the Elmora section of i
Kliznbeth The poetey journnl s featured !
spnpshota of Exit 13 roid algns ever alnes, j
incluling photographa contrilnited by corre. '
spundonta from throughout the United
Hinten nud averams. Plante sends a copy of
the magazine Lo sach shutterbug if hin or
her photo is published,

axit 13 magazine, number 11 (e avail

ahle for #7 from Exit 1 Publicativns, PO,
Hux 443, Fanwaool, New Jersey 07029, The

fpurnal may alwo be found in the periodicals

section of the Fanwood Memorial Libr
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Celebration Singers
begin holiday season

The Celebration Singers, in
their 66th year, and the Children's
Chorus, in its ninth year have
begun the 200:3-2004 season under
the direction of Scan Berg in
preparation for several holiday per-
formances.

Sing-a-longs ut the Berkeley
Heights Tree Lighting Ceremonies
Saturday and the Union County
Tree Lighting Ceremonies at
Watchung Stable Sunday start the
melodic season, and historically
have generated several hundred
attendees at cach performance.

From there, the groups perform
their holiday concert Dec. 12-13 at
the Cranford United Methodist
Church; the show 15 shaping up to
be a thrill-packed performance of
classical numbers as well a8 tradi-
tional favorites. After a trip to one
of the local hospitals Dec. 16, the
singers move on to the Westfield
United Methadist Church for a
repeat performance of the Dec. 12
concert,

The Celebration Singers have
welcomed 11 new members, and
two alumni members returned this
season, The Children’s Chorus wel- §
comed six new members.

The Celebration Singers funding
is made possible in part by the
Union County Cultural and
Heritapge Commission and the New

Jersey State Council on the
Artg/Department. of State, a part-
ner ageney of the National
Endowment for the Arts,

‘Life’ is
wonderful
at the
Theater
Project

“It’s a Wonderful Life—The
Radio Play” is the Theater
Project’s way of saying “thank
you” and “happy holidays” to
the community for its support
through nine wonderful years.

“Much of what we do is
adult-oriented,” said Mark
Spina, artistic director for the
Theater Project. “We wanted
to do something the whole
family could enjoy for the holi-
days.”

Residents are invited to
join the actors as they recre-
ate the Lux Radio Theater
circa 1947 nnd see all the
drama, heartbreak and come-
dy as 12 actors, one musician
and an extremely over-extend-
ed sound technician prepare
for an old-time radio broadcast
of the story made famous in
the Frank Capra film.

The show is also a way to
bring together many of the
actors, hoth Equity and non-

i

Dirsctor Liz Zazzi and actor Gary Glor test-drive the micro-
phones for “it's a Wonderful Life—The Radio Play” at the
Theater Project at Union County College.

union professional performers,
who have worked with the
Theater Project over the years.
“It’s a reunion for us as well as
a holiday gift for the communi-
ty,” said actor Barbara Guidi of
Scotch Plains, who plays Mary
Bailey, the Donna Reed role.
The cast includes founding
members Andre DeSandies
and Lisa Alford, as well as
Equity performers Gary Glor,
Harry Patrick Christian
(Clarence the Angel) and Rick

Delaney {George Bailey), all
three featured in the recent
Theater Project production of
“A Wilde Night in the
Rockies.”

“It's a Wonderful Life —
The Rudio Play,” adapted and
directed by Liz Zazzi, will be
presented 3 p.m. Saturday.
The suggested donation is $5.

The Theater Project is on
the Cranford campus of Union
County College, located at 1033
Springfield Ave,

Mixed media event at
Union County College

From 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Dec.
11, Union County College will host
a World Music Concert Series that
will be o mixed media musical
event featuring virtuoso violinist
Kurt Coble and master sitarist
Morshed Khan.

The event will be an afterncon
of improvised music und visual art.
Joining Coble and Khan will be

ainters Judith O'Donnell, Corda
th Andersan and Ethel Sweeney,
whose artwork has been shown
throughout the tri-slate area,

As Coble and Khan improvise
on the vielin and sitar, O'Donnell,
Anderson, and Sweeney will impro-
vise on a large canvas. Admission
is free and the event will be open to
the public.

The event will take place in The
Comunons of Union County
College's Cranford Campus, located
at 1033 Springfield Ave.

For more on this performance,
call (732) 745.6751.

Meredith Hoffman-Thomson,
soprano, will sing heliday
musie, arias from famous
operas, and Broadway melodies
when she performs for the
members of the Woman’s Club
of Westfield at the Dec. B gener-
al meeting. Her Monday after-
noon performance will begin 1
p.m. at the First Congregational
Church, located at 125 Elmer
St. in Westfield.

Hoffmann-Thomson is a
recent graduate of MceGill
University Opera Department
in Montreal. She sings with the
Pacific Opera Company in New
York City and is auditioning for
young artists’ programs with
opera companies around the
United States. She continues
her music studies with Donald
Neil Roberts in New York.

Her most recent accomplish-
ments include the “Young Artist

MEREDITH HOFFMAN-THOMSON

Encouragement Award” of the
New Jersey Section of the
Metropolitan Opera National

Singer performs for Women’s Club

Council Auditions. In
November, she was the third
place winner in the Palm Beach
Atlantic National Vocal
Competition in West Paim
Beach, Florida.

Accompanying Hoffmann-
Thomson on the pianoc is her
mother, Dr. Barbara Thomson,
organist and musical director at
the First Congregational
Church in Westfield. Dr.
Themson is also Veorhees
Chapel organist at Rutgers
University and organist/musical
director at Temple B'nai
Abraham, Livingston.

Guests are welcome to attend
the concert, which follows the
Woman’s Club business meet-
ing. A reception at the end of
the program will be hosted by
the executive board of the
Woman’s Club, led by President
Anita Smith.

Next ‘Musicale’
features Madison
String Quartet

The First Congregational
Church of Westfield, located at
125 Elmer St., has announced
the continuation of the acclaimed
series of Mid-Day Musicales with
a concert by the Madison String
Quartet at noon Wednesday, Dec.
10. The members of the Madison
String Quartet, currently in resi-
dence at Drew University, are
violinists Evelyn Estava and
Michael Avagliano, violist
Elizabeth Shulze, and cellist
Gerall Hieser.

These free, half-hour concerts
are presented in the church sanc-
tuary and are followed by a soup
and sandwich luncheon available
in the church’s social hall for $5.

Violinist Evelyn Estava has
earned recognition as one of the
top performing artists in her
native Venezuela. She has made
many guest soloist appearances
with symphony orchestras in
Latin America and has per-
formed in major halls and music
festivals on three continents. At
age 15, she was the youngest
member of the Simon Bolivar
Symphony Orchestra and later
was appointed assistant concert-
master of the Filarmonica
Nacional de Venezuela.

Estava completed her musical
studies at the Simon Bolivar
Conservatory in Caracas, where
she was a student of Jose
Francisco Del Castillo. She stud-
ied chamber music with Josef
Gingold at Meadowmount and
performed for six years at the
Killington Music Festival in
Vermont. She currently serves as
concertmaster of the Plainfield
Symphony. Also active as an
orchestral musician, Estava per-
forms regularly with the
Harrisburg Symphony, the
Hudson Valley Philharmonic and
the Staten Island Symphony.

With a tone described as
“both bold and graceful” by The
Washington Post, violinist
Michael Avagliano has received
acclaim as a soloist and chamber
musician in the United States
and Europe. Avagliano has per-
formed as a member of the New
Jersey Symphony, the Singapore
Symphony, and the Indianapolis
Chamber Orchestra. He current-
ly serves as principal second vio-

lin for the Plainfield Symphony
and holds the Westfield
Symgphony Young Professional
Chair.

Earlier this season he per-
formed Mozart's Sinfonia
Cencertante with the Central
Jersey Symphony Orchestra. Also
an active freelance musician,
Avagliano frequently performs
with several orchestras in the
region, including the Harrisburg
Symphony, the Allentown
Symphony, and the Princeton
Symphony.

Violist Elizabeth Schulze,
affiliate artist with Drew
University, completed her studies
at Indiana University under the
tutelage of Kim Kashkashian and
Csaba Erdelyi. Presently she per-
forms with the Zephyr Duo (viola

.and piano) as well as with the

Madison String Quartet. In addi-
tion to chamber music, Schulze is
dedicated to teaching in her own
private studio as well and at
Drew Summer Music and
Summertrios. She has been prin-
cipal viola with the Plainfield
Symphony since 1989 and has
recently become assistant princi-
pal viola of the Princeton
Symphony.

Cellist Gerall Hieser began
her musical studies with her
mother, also a cellist, in Newport
News, Virginia. She attended the
New School of Music and gradu-
ated from Temple University,
where she studied with Orlando
Cole. She received her master’s
degree from the Mason Gross
School of the Arts at Rutgers
University as a student of Paul
Tobias.

Hieser has been n member of
the Gabriel Piano Quartet for
eleven years and has been heard
with this ensemble on Maryland
Public Radio as well as in concert
in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and
Vermont. She is a member of the
Colonial and Westfield
Symphonies, free-lances in the
North Jersey area, and maintains
private teaching studios at Drew
University and in Bernardsville,
New dersey. Hieser is a founding
member of the Madison String
Quartet. When not playing the
cello, she enjoys playing
Appalachian fiddle,

‘DAY DININ

2 Mosrs Ohgaen
Cochtull Hour
Ewll Cvarse iHnner
Liered Wedding Cuke
Nitver Candelabras, Vlamiing Juritee Show,
Frivate Hrodat Keans

L aNS BURLS
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/q.' CLAMS, OYS8TERS, Y02
Q' CHEF CARVED TURKEY, ¥, %

PRIME RIB, HAM, LAMB, )

VIENNESE TADLE AND o)

FRESH FRUIT

New YQﬂT‘S Eve - *61™ + tax & service

ALA CARTE DINNERS TROM $11.95
LUNCHES TROM $6.95  CHIEDREN FROM $.4.95
UNBEATABLL GRELK SALAD BAR

OFF ROUTE 22 AT PARK & MOUNTAIN AV
SCOTCH PLAINS
908-322-7726
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{ARA) — More entertaining
tukes place during the holidays
than all the rest of the year put
together. Relatives come to visit,
friends and neighbors drop by

Pl 908-232-4454

Potite & Vegetuble

Colfer

Rl e 1230

unexpectedly — this time of year
you have to be prepared for a
party on short notice.

But with all the other things
going on during the season, its

L'Affaire Fine Catering
1099 Route 22 East, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

Fax: 908-654-8038

Celebrate New Years ‘Eve 2004
Music by A David Aaron ‘Bamd

COCRIAUL HOUR,
Hors d'oeuvres, antipasto, chef pasta & carving station
e A 3 !
AYIL COURS L GOURMET DINNER ANy
Seasotdl greens tossed it grlled shrimp, siced tomators,
cheese encrowde, sprinkled with eorigrette dressing
Reasted sticed Cliateanbriamd o ‘Brazilian
Lobster 'Tail

Rodls & ey

Sl NY T Dyessert
< i
Champagme Tonst Sereed ot Midiieht

IV HOUR ILLANE OTEX BAR INCLUPYED

Fecaf

Phitter of ‘Fresh it ¢ Ruggalach

Limited Keservations

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS

$ L1500 Per Person

-

Don’t be caught unprepared for holida

hard to find the time to cook
something nice for your guests.
How can you put together a gour-
met menu at the last minute?

The foliowing are some tips
from the experts at Tastefully
Simple, an easy-to-prepare gour-
met foods company, on how to be
Erepured at short notice for any

ind of gathering this season:

— Archive good recipes. From
time to time you run across a
recipe that would be great for
entertaining: a quick and easy
soup, an interesting hors d'oeu-
vre, i good mulled cider mixture.
Keep an active file of the ones
you want to try so they are ready
for you when you need them.

—- Keep important staples on
hand at all times. There are cer-
tain itema that your pantry
shouldn't be without during the

Fewi™ o Christmas Parties
* On & Off Premises Catering
¢ Sunday Brunch

o New Year's Eve Celebration
¢ New Year's Day Brunch

entertaining

holidays: o variety of crackers,
chips and mixed nuts; cream
cheese for a cheese ball; sour
cream for an easy dip; some fresh
spices such as ginger, cinnamon
and cloves for mulling and condi-
ments such as mayonnaise, mus-
tard, preserves and chutney.

— Stock some items that can
be ready to serve quickly. Even if
vou don't like to cook, you'll be
uble to whip together a menu
that will impress your friends
and relatives with the help of a
few Tastefully Simple products.
Each one is either renxy to serve,
or cah be prepared by adding just
one or twe additional ingredients,

You can find hundreds of
recipes und find out how to get
Tustefully Simple products by
visiting
www.tastefullysimple.com.

Celebrate the Holidays

.tlot

Call for Information & Reservations: ( 908 ) 241 3030

Ualt 130 Garden Siate Parkway + Bauleverd & fouth Jist Street + Kenitworth

tbered Ry
!J Culinary Concepts Caterers, Ltd

A Fentuiing:
Siinthay Henmeh Baftet, Engagenente, Weheateal THanrve. Wodding:, Ynidtotomise
1 o hini Hufter Berepitane, Frivate Partiee b anelieone, Girndngtione Pwd Parilee, Plenkes |

Reserve Now!
(MY Premives Caterlng Avallable




Beéémber 4, 2003

primetime!

B-3

Musical Club concert
is set for Wednesday

The Musical Club of
Westfield’s holiday program
will be held 1 p.m. Wednesday,
Dec. 10 at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Eim St.
The program is open to the pub-
lic.

The program will feature
unusual combinations of instru-
ments, a vocal solo with trio
accompaniment, a piano duo,
and a vocal solo with piano
accompaniment.

To start the program,
Beverly Thomson Shea, harp,
(Scotch Plains), and George
Toenes, clarinet, (Westfield),
will perform “Pavane” by
Maurice Ravel, arr. by Quinto
Maganini.

Diantha Clark, mezzo-sopra-
no, will sing “Four Songs to
Poems of Thomas Campion” by
Virgil Thomson. The accompany-
ing group will be Beverly
Thomson Shea, harp; Betsy
Vaden, viola (Westfield! and
George Toenes, clarinet.

The piano-duo team of Carolle-
Ann Mochernuk and Paul Kueter
will perform 12 pieces from
Georges Bizet's “Jeux d'Enfants.”

Sandra Smith, soprano, will
sing, accompanied by Paul
Kueter.

Accompanied by  Kueter,
Sandra Smith will sing “A
Christmas Carol,” “Stopping by
Woods” and “The Carol of the
Birds."

what to do!

Theater

NOW PLAYING
FORUM THEATRE
314 Main St, Metuchen
(732) 548-0582; www.forumtheatre-
pompany.com

“A Winnie the Pooh Christmas
Carol," or A.A. Milne meets Charles
Dickens. To Dec. 28. Admission $15;
group rates available. Call for show-
times,
GEORGE STREET PLAYHOUSE
9 Livingston Ave., New Brunswick
(732) 246-7717, www.georgestplay-
house.org

“A Walk in the Woods,” Cold War
drama by Lee Blessing. To Dec. 14,
Admission $52-$28; discounts avail-
able. Call for showtimes.
PHILIP J. LEVIN THEATER
Rutgers University, George St, New
Brunswick
(732) 932-7511; mgsa.rutgers.edu
' “The Love of the Nightingale,”
ancient Greek mythology modemized
by Timberlake Wertenbaker. 8 pm.
Dec.5,6,9-13; 2p.m. Dec. 7.
Admission $20-$10.
PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE
Brockside Dr., Millbumn
(973) 376-4343. www.papermill.org

“A Christmas Carol,” touring produc-
tion ot Dickens standard. 10 a.m. Dec.
6, 7. Admission $10, $9.
< *The Sound of Music," touring pro-
duction of Broadway/movie musical.
To Dec. 14. Admission $61-$30; dis-
counts available. Call for showlimes.

COMING UP
FORUM THEATRE
314 Main St., Metuchen
(732) 548-0582; www.forumtheatre-
company.com

“The Rocky Horror Show Live” and
local (bring your rice!). Dec. 11-31.
Aduits $35; seniors $32; students $25.
Call for showtimes.

For Kids

THE SNOW QUEEN

10 a.m. Dec. 13, 14

Paper Mil Playhouse, Brookside Dr.,

Millburm ‘

(973) 376-4343, www.pappnnm.org
Based on the Hans Christian

Andersen fairy tale, Admission $10,

$9
Events
COUNTRY FOLK ART CRAFT
BHOW
New Jorsay Exposition Center,
Raritan Center, Edison
(732) 417-1400; www.countrylotka-
rishows.com

Hoiiday edition of touring craft show,
39 p.m. Dec. 5; 10 am.-5 pm. Dec,
8; 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 7. Admission
87

DanoePLUS FALL-VISIONS

8pm. Dec. 5, 6. 2 p.m Dec. 7

The New Thaater, Ruigers University,

New Brunswick

(732) 932-7511; mgsa.rutgers.edu
Headlined by “Hendrix!" choreo-

graphed to Jimi Hendrix’ smash hils.

Admission $20-$10.

Concerts

CHAISTMAS IN CAROL AND SONG
6 and Sp.m. Dec. 6, 8and 730 pm.
Dec. 7
Kimpatrick Chapel, Rulgars Univeraity,
New Brunswick
{732) 932-7511; myaa.rutgors.edu
Featuring the Kirkpatrick Choir and
the Autgers Qlee Club. Admisgion
$20-810.
MO CLEMENTE
8 p.m. Friday, Dec 12
Watchung Arty Genter
Watchung Circle, Watchung
(908) 763-0190;
www watchuhgars. org
Jazz gunarist. Admission §13.
ORYSTAL GAYLE
B p.m. Wednesday, Deo. 10
Hiate Theatre, 15 Livingston Ave.,
New Brunswiok
{R77) BTATE 11;
www statethoatren| ofg
Chtiattmas show wih a late-70's star
{("Taing ib Your Blesp.” "Don't
Make bgy Hrown Eyes Biue").
Agtritasion $45-820.

HOLIDAY HOP
KLEZMER CONSERVATORY BAND
8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1
State Theatre, 15 Livingston Ave.,
New Brunswick
{877) STATE 11;
www.slatetheatrenj.org
Yiddish-Jewish ensembie.
Admission $28-$16. Related lecture 7
p.m.
CYNDI LAUPER
8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 13
Siate Thealre, 15 Livingston Ave.,
New Brunswick
(877) STATE 11;
www statethealrenj.org
Had one of her 80's hits remade by
Celine Dion tor a car commercial this
year. Admission $45-$25,
MAJESTIC BRASS
Noon Friday, Dec. 5
Kirkpatrick Chapel, Rutgers University,
New Brunswick
(732) 932-7511; mgsa.rutgers.edu
Playing Christmas carols under the
direction of Scott Whitener. Free
admission.
MESSIAH
3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 14
State Theatre, 15 Livingston Ave.,
New Brunswick
{877) STATE 11,
www slatetheatrenj.org
Handel standard sung by the
Masterwork Chorus. Admission $50-
$25,
ORATORIO de NOEL
8 p.m, Wednesday, Dec. 10
Kirkpatrick Chapel, Rutgers University,
New Brunswick
(732) 932-7511; mgsa.rutgers.edu
Written by Camille Saimt-Saens and
sung by the Rutgers University Choir.
Adults $10; students $5.
JON STEWART
8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6
State Theatre, 15 Livingston Ave,,
New Brunswick
(877) STATE 11;
www.statetheatrenj.org
Bringing “The Daily Show” to the
weekend! Admission $52-$35.
VOORHKEES CHOIR
2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7
Voorhees Chapel, Douglass College,
New Brunswick
(732) 932-7511; mgsa.rutgers.edu
All-woman ensemble sings its holi-
day candlelight concert. Free admis-
sion.
WINTER SOLSTICE
8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 12
State Theatre, 15 Livingston Ave.,
New Brunswick
{877) STATE 11;
www.statetheatrenj.org
Windham Hill Records package
tour: Will Ackerman, Liz Story, Samite.
Admission $28-$16.

MASON GROSS GALLERIES
Autgers University, 33 Livingston
Ave., New Brunswick
(732) 932-2222; mgsa.rutgers.adu
Open to the public 10 a.m.-4 pm.
Monday-Friday. Free agmission.
First year review graduate exhibi-
tion, to Dec. 12. Raception 5-8 p.m.
Dac. 4.

NJWA to play Sunday

The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Concert Band, in collabo-
ration with the Education Committee of Congregation Beth lsrael
will hold a benefit concert Sunday at the temple located at 18 Sholom
Way in Scotch Plains.

Beginning at 2 p.m., the two-hour concert is suited for children and
adults alike. Some of the musical selections to be performed include
Leroy Anderson’s “Blue Tango,” George Gershwin's “Swanee,”
Offenbach’s “Ballet Parisien,” Moss’ “Disney Spectacular,” and Gold's
“Exodus,” Soloist Ryan Salmon will perform “Hoopla” on the picceole.

Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 for children. Advance tickets can
be purchased by calling the temple at (908) 889-1830.

“We are privileged to have the NJWA Concert Band make a return
engagement,” said Ruth Gross, director of education of the temple.
“The concept of a benefit concert is marvelous. In June, the NJWA
Concert band performed and the concert raised money to assist
Israeli and Arab children with special needs. It was incredible and |
am confident that the community will, onee again, come out and hear
some fantastic music while supporting an important cause.”

The NJWA Concert Band, under the direction of Howard
Toplansky, is now entering its eighth year of operation. Toplansky,
author of “Essentials of Bassoon Technique,” has been an instrumen-
tal music teacher in Kenilworth for more than 25 years and instructs
students in brass and woodwinds at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts Annex in Westfield.

The NJWA Concert Band is one of many divisions of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts. Other divisions include the year-round
Music Studio, the Westfield Summer Workshop, the Fencing Club, the
Drawing Workshop, The Little Opera Company of New Jersey, the
Alphorn Ensemble, Kids ‘n’ Arts and the newly formed Pro-Jazz
Band.

Recently the NJWA held their fourth gala fundraising event at the
Shackamaxon Country Club where Otis Livingston, sportscaster
from “The Today Show,” was master of cerermonies.
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COUNTRY FOLK ART

RAFTASHOW
December
EDISON

& EXPO CENTE

Please call (732) 417-1400
for driving directions

FREE PARKING
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i Cyated SHOW HOURS: Frday 3 pm - 9 pm

8at. 10 am - 5 pm & Sun. 10 am - 4 pm + Adm. §7
Chikdron Under 10 - Adm. §2  NO STROLLERS PLEASE

YOUR HANDSTAMP
RE-ADMITS YOU ALL 3 DAVS!

(Aren Aew B [RUCGRILPSH.08; B.8 Pkt swiay)

Country Folk Art Shows, Inc.
15045 Dixia Hwy, Holly, M| 48442

Ph: (248) 634-4151, Fx: 834-3718
emall: info@countrytolkart.com

More showanto & ancetions o Countryt GIkKArt ¢om
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SANTA TRAIN
DECEMBER 13TH, 2003
WESTFIELD : 9 AM & 1 PM

RARITAN: 8:30 AM

Tiokats Meileble An:

100 L. Braad 81, Weatfleld
1A €, Sassad 81, Sesteh Maim

Sranner's BpHsine
Tom's 'ull.l’“

The Big-Little Ratlroed Shep K-Naet Plaze, Ri. 206, Killshoargh
The Geaet Narvost Broead €, North Aoe.(RR Siation), Wostold
The Model Rellrond Shep Voil & Now Market, Plosstowsy
The Traln Stere $53 Bound Broek R4, Widdloosn
Redolisn’s Paint Contor 1100, Main $1., Somervilie
Toysland 29 Mdoo 81, Cronterd

By mail: JCRHS, 60 Cheswich Court, Badminsler, NJ 07921 Enclose #10
Stlamped envelope with check or money order. ALL SALES FINAL!

I R R N N R R RN N R RN RS R RN

Name . o e+
Addiuss o T Gy
Zp. . Phone# O
Children @ $10.00 8a. [undor 12) 5
Adult . $12.00 ea.

Wastfiald for 9.00 AM Total

Waeatfield for 100 PM )
I § Rantantor830AM_ | ALL TICKETS ARN NON-AEFUNDADLE
} MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO "JERSEY CENTRAL RHE*
) For info Cali: 808-781- 1898 Atar 8PM or visit www.jcrhs.ory
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The Usion Connty Board of Chosen Frochelders present

AOLIDAY TREE LIGRTING & RATURE CRAFT SHOW

SUNDAY. DECEMBER 7, 2003
at the WATCRUNG STABLE. Summit Lane, Mountainside
« CRAFT S00W OPENS - 1| AN
« OTRER ACTIVITIES BEGW - 12700

UNBER THE 816 TENT:
A unique NATURE CRAFT SHOW with % Petting Zoo % Horse Rides #
handmade ltems from natural materiais % Barn Tours #Holiday Singers &
or with a nature theme.

P T T VR Y

Hevion T ouanty

+ SANTA VISITS BEGIN - | PM
* TREEZ LIGATING FINALE-SPN

ACTIVITILS MCLUML:

#* Kid' s Fingorprinting & D-Chips %
* Mounted Drill Team Demo #
% Refreshments to Purchase #

ABNISBION: Dry or canned food, or
8 hew , unwrapped toy. For information
call (808)780-3666 or (908)527-4800.

Arbor series presents
Goode and Weinfeld

Pianist Richard Goode will per
form with his wife, violinst
Marcia Weinfeld, in a recital 8
p. Saturday at the Maplewood
Women's Club, 60 Woodland Ave.,
and again 4 pan. Sunday ot
Westtield's Presbyterian Church,
at the corner of East Browd Street
and bMountain Avenue,

The program, part of the Arbor
Chamber Musie concert series,
includes both duos and solos:
Mozart’s Sonata in A tor violin and
Piano, K.526; Beethoven's Piano
Sonata no, 26 “Les Adieux;”
Janacek’s Piano Sonata October 1,
1905; and Brahms Sonata in G for
Violin and Piane,

Tickets are available by calling
W08 232-1116 and cost §2¢; $15
for seniors; $10 for collepe stu-
dents; children are free. The
Saturday night voncert is a co-pro-
duetion with ArtsMaplewood.
Sunday afternoon’s concert offers o
pre-coneert lecture by dohn Sichel,

Hailed for music-nuiking of
tremendous emotional power,

depth and sensitivity, Richard
Gouode is acknowledged as one of
the leading interpreters of
Beethoven and Mozart.

Goode'’s recitals regularly take
him to the major centers of the
Ulnited States, Europe and Japan,
including New York, Paris,
London, Amsterdam, Milan, and
Rertin, He and Marcin Weinfeld
performed an all-Bach program
topether on Arbor’s 2001 series.
This performance marks another
rare opporiunity te hear them col-
Liborate.

Arbor Chamber Music is now in
its 13th season. Funding for the
series s generously provided by
the NJ State Council on the Arts
through a grant administered by
the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Allairs,
Havward Industries, The Westlield
Foundation and McCarter &
Fnglish, LLEP

The Presbyteriun Chureh of
Westlield is handicupped aceessi-
ble,
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“ALL YOU CAN EAT"

Japanese Restaurant

[ ONLY AT... .Qq L
$21.%°

FEATURING:
* Sushi Bar Entreds
s Sushi & Sashimi
« Special Roll & Hand Roll
* Lunch Specials A
* Sushi Bar Bento Box and more!

Everyday Sushi & Rolls
R [ couPON }-ernmamm-

$20 Missuum Purcrasi. NOT 11t 81 COMBINED WK
Any olwin arein, Expines 12/17/03. Ear-tv Onpr.
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115% OFF DINNER!
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....................................

278 NORTH AVENUE, WESTFIELD

(in Qrug Fair Shopping Contoer across from Wastliokd Diner)

EL: 908-389-1131 » 908-389-1132 « FAX: 908-389-1133 4/

.......... [COUPON Jommmmmnnney

15% OFr DINNER

$20 Miniwum Punchasi. No) 10 BE COMBIKID WITH
AN QraER orreR. Exvnns 12/17/03. Ear-ix Oner.
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Cranford Dramatie Club
presents
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FRIDAY * DECEMBER 5

T:30pm

SATURDAY » DECEMBER 6

1:30, 4:30, 7:30pm

SUNDAY * DECEMBER 7

UL TR RN |

AR [

FRIDAY S By AT

ATy S TARTS A

€ ALL
RV PR NI TR L N] AN

CHINA CLUB

268 WERT ATth STREET

1:30, 4:30pm

Tickets & $8.00
Reserve Now
908-276-7611

Group sales of 25 - T4 ticketa
10% off
Giroup sules of T8 or imire tickets
15% off
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Enriching events

at Temple Sholom

- FANWOOD)  Pemph Sholom
will host i trio ol events thi- werk
end for the heart, mind and soul.
The events will begin with @
Healing Service. A Healing
Service 1~ not only for thus who
are physically or mentallyall, bhut
also for those that are caretakers,
family members, friends. and for
those who are themzcelves i need
of h'mn('!hing UK SO extra
gense of wholeness or comnpletion
to help them through the day.

The seeviee will bee held 6 pon.
Saturday in the Temple Sholon
Chapel  at the  Fanwood
Preshyterian Church, Martine and
LaGrande avenurs, The service
will be conducted by Student

‘antor Shira Nafshi and Student
Rabbi Kobin Nafshi. All are wel-
come.

At & that evening, Temple
Shotom will showcase former stu-
dent. cantor Hayley Kobilinsky
a concert of international Jewish
music. Kohilinsky, sccompanied by
accomplished  pianist.  Alex
Mekinulay, will perform favorites
and more, in varied Janguapges,
including  Hebrew,  Yiddish,
Ladino, French  amd DNalian,
Countrics represented  include
France, Spain, Israel, Yemen,
Morocco, India, aly, Germany
and Americe. The music presented
will demonstrate the wide range of
imugical styles of Jews around the
world. Some pieces show the influ-
ence of the surrounding culture
and dominant musical styles of
the period. The music traces his-
torical events such o8 pogroms in
Europe, the rise of Yiddish theater
a8 pop culture, and the lite of Jews
‘Under rule by varicus nations.
There nre love balluds, liturgicsl
selections, joyous und somber.

shakinoss,

Urgent news for people who have used

WLELDING RODS

Sclentisis have discovered thot eleviled maganese ¢xprosun
Trom weldlng rod fumes has been nssochived with Parkinsonism
{llke Parkinson's discuse) avd manganlsm. Symptons bnclede
diatortedd  facial exprossion,
decrcased hand aglilty, difficulty walking, joint pain, loss of
short term moemory, slurredisiow speech, stiffness in muscies
‘and tramors. Call us today 101l free ol T-8000-THR-BAGLLE for »
froe consultatlon to evabute your porenthad clivhinn, We practles
A only I Arlzomn, Hual assoctate with linw yers throughuosal the
U8, 10 help people neross the country,

GOLDBERG R OSBORNE
T-ROO-FIIE-LHAGLE
C1-BOO-R41-13245)

W oAs v LM caph s ann o

Tickets fur the concert are $10.

Kollinsky, o student cantor at
Temple Sholom from 20012002
and currently the student cantor
at Bast Knd Temple of New York
City, 15 completing her master'’s
degree in Sacred Musie at Hebrew
Union College, Kolnlinsky huas
been singing apery sinee 1985 and
Just completed the role of Grete] in
Humperdinek’s  “Hansel  and
Gretel” with the Reging Opera
Coempany of Brooklyn, New York.

This May she will sing the
soprano soloe in Maozart’s
“Hequiem™  with the  Bronx
Symphony. She has performed in
more than 30 operas and numer-
ous concerts, and specializes n
singing  in varied  languages.
Kobilinsky holds o baccalaureate
degroe from Columbia University
and 1s married, living in Brooklyn,

On Dec. 7, Temple Sholom
Adulit Education welcomes Laura
Krueger, Curntor of the Jewish
Institute of Religion Museum at
the Hebrew Union College, to dis-
cuss Jewish Contemporary Ritual
Art and Artists. ‘The lecture is
offered in comjunction with an
exhibit currently on display at
Hebrew Union College, The Jec-
ture will focus on the changes in
Joewish ritual art throupgh the
years and the recent growth in the
number of artists crenting contem-
porary ritual art internationally.

Temple  Sholomm  Adult  Ed
Classes are held ut Union Catholice
High School 10:30 w.m.-noon
Sunday mornings. ‘They are open
to the public. There is no charge,
but denations are acceptled.

For more information about
any of these cvents, call the
Temple Sholom office (908) H89-
4900.

loss of oquilibrium,
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Math participants.

Math is a family affair in Scotch Plains

A family math session was recently held at School One in Scotch Plains. District fourth-grade stu-
dents and thelr families participated In the four-week session. The goal was for the students and
rents to enjoy math and learn to solve problems together. Above, fourth-grader Marion
uissereth and her mother work on creating a graph of information gathered from all the Family

Seniors stay active at the JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS - The Wilf
Jewish Community Campus
Scnior Aduit Program convenes
every Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 1:15
p.m. Each day a kosher lunch is
served. Participants choose from
the following activities:

Monday: “Art with Lillie
Bryen” — explore various media
and techniques while creating
projects to be proud of. No previ-
ous art experience 8 required;
“Current Events with Salo Enis”
— stimulating discussions on
politics uand national and inter-
national events; “Exercige with
Anne Baker” — exercise to
music, boost your energy, and
have fun in this exciting class;
und “Jewish Culture with Salo
Enis" —~ discuesions on topics
such as the political situation in
Israel, Jewish Holidays, and
Jewish authors.

Tuesday: “Deawing with Ruth
Rosenzweig” — use chareoals
and pencil to sketch different
subjects; “Exercise with Claire

OUIDRYIOREN]HOU

Daa QY

\GETp)YOURIPROFESSIONAL PORTRAITS,TAKEN]

- 1n)Oney0KQuryBeautitullyjDecorated[Greenhousesl]
presentation. Choese from digital CD photes to crents your own Holldey cards, ov
g 875 1€° prints sultable for your family phote albomi

Lazarowitz” — this program
helps promote health and well
being, and includes stretching,
strongth training and endurance
work: “Speaker Series  with
Jewish Family Services™ — on a
weckly basis there are new top-
ics to explore, and ideas to share;
“Short Stories with Barbara
Buettner” - read short stories in
clags and enjoy o lively discus-
sion; and “Personal Histories
with Buarbara Buettner” — this
writing class encourages partici-
pants to write about their lives
and their experiences. No previ-
ous  writing  experience s
required.

Wednesday: “Exercise with
Betty Rosman, BN — strength-

en muscles, halt or reverse bone
loss, and improve your balance;
“Therapeutic  Exercise with
Betty Rosman, R.N.” — a regis-
tered nurse teaches this class,
designed for those with orthope-
dic and/or cardiovascular con-
cerns. Blood pressure and heart
rate are monitored; and “Drama
with Robin Wong” — enjoy
drama games and improvisation,
No prior acling experience
required,

For more information abeut
these programs, call  Nan
Statten, director of adult and
senior services, at (908) B89-
BROO, ext, 207.

The JCC of Central NJ is
located at 1391 Martine Ave,

Newcomers plan ladies
dinner, kids’ play dates

The Westfield Newcomers
Club has plianned a “Ladies’
Dinner Out” for 7:30 p.n.

Wednesday at Cher Z in New
Providence. The cost iz $41 per
person. For more information,
residents should contact Georgin
Murphy at (908) 654-7703.

The Children's Committee has
lanned a Children's Musical
ajnma Party at Grace Orthadox

Church on Tuesday, Dec 16 from
6:30 to 7:30 pm. The cluss is
already almost full, so registra-
tions should be made as soon as
possible. There is also o Music,
Tumbling and Pizza play date
planned at Tumble Janvin Scoteh
Plains 11 a.m.-1 pon Dec. 16,
The Activities Committee has
planned a Cookies and Ornament
Exchange at 7:30 pm. Dec 22,
For the cookie exchange, partici-
pants ahould plan on bringing for
dozen cookies and a container to
take home new cookies, and
should be sure to bring copies of

the recipes too. For the ornament
exchoange, participants should
bring a wrapped ornament for an
nnonymous exchange.

The Newcomers Club is a
socinl organization founded in
1944 for women over the age of
21 who are new to Westfield or
surrounding communities, or
estublished residents who have
expertenced a change in lifestvle,
such as the birth or adoption of o
Iaby, o marriage, a job change or
a move within the town.

Residents don't have to be
new  to Westfield to join
Newcomers, The Newcomers
Club offers fun dav and evening,
weekday and  weekend social
activities for women, couples and
children.

For more information about
the  Newcomer's Club  of
Westfield, or uny of these events,
contact Sandra Alfano at (908)
232-7151 or Jennifer Beke at
(908 317-84131.

Briefs ‘

Farbrengen, Shabbat
at the Torah Center

WESTFIELD — The {Union
County Torah Center will be hav-
ing a Chassidic Farbrengen 7 p.m.
Dec. 14 in honor of Yud Tes Kislev
ithe 19th dav of Kislev: at the
Torah Center, 418 Central Ave.

Dr.  Yitzchok Block from
London. Ontarne. Canada will lead
the Farbrengen and will discuss
the history of the Chabad-
Lubavitch movement along with
inspiring  stories  of  the
Lubavitcher Rebbes.

The 19th day of the Hebrew
month of Kislev (Yud-Tes Kislev)
is the day eon which Rabhi
Schneur Zalman of Liadi, founder
of the Chabad-Lubavitch move-
ment, was freed from his severe
imprisonment in St. Petersburg,
Russia in 1798. A farbrengen 1s
an informal gathering in which
people get together to celebrate
their Judaism by means of song,
stories, and words of inspiration.

The Farbrengen is open to the
public and free of charge. For
more information call the center
at (908 789-5252.

Professor Block will also speak
at a community Friday Night
Shabbat Dinner 6:30 p.m. Dec. 12
at the center.

Friday night services will be
held prior to the dinner at 6 p.m.
and are also open to the public.
There is an $18 charge for this
program.

Seats still available
for NYC production

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
YMCA huas announced there are
still seats available for a dinner
theatre trip to the Westchester
Broadway Theatre, 1

The Dec. 30 trip will include

transportation, a 6 p.m. sit-down
gourmet dinner and an 8 p.m. pro-
duction of the musical based on
the Christmas classic, “Miracle on
34th St.”
The Westchester Broadway
Theatre features professionals
who have performed on the New
York stage and in film and televi-
sion. The event will appeal to all
family members. The cost for the
entire evening is $81 per person.
‘or more information or to regis-
ter call the Y at (9081 233-2700,

Women’s business
group meets Wednesday

WESTFIELD — Women in
Business, an association of the
Westfield Aren Chamber of
Commerce, will hold its next
meeting 7 p.m. Wednesday at the
home of Dalida Nigro, 433
Roanocke Ave. .

Women in Business provides
women who work in the Wes&!w
area an opportunity to network,
socialize, and exchange valuablb
experiences. Combining  seriofis
businesa with holiday fun, this
meeting will include a holiday gift
swap. Participants should bring a
sample product or gift certificate
for a service, lesson, or consulta-
tian,

All area businesswomen ave
welcome.  Contact the chamber
office at (908! 233-3021 for more
information or to reserve a spage.

Swap Christmas treats
at First Baptist Church

WESTFIELD  -- Chnstmas
and cookies go together at First
Baptist Church of Westfield, just
ns they do at home. The second
annual Christmas Cookie
Exchange will be held 7 pm.
Wednesday in the church lounge.
Participants should bring 3-4
dozen cookies or small desserty to
share, and don’t forget to bring a
great big empty tin or basket to he
filled with great treats,

The church is located ot 170
Elm St und can be contacted at
(B08) 233-2278, or at Afirsthap
tist. weatfleld@venzon net

Next HOTLINC session
is set for Thursday

WESTHFIELD  The Wentfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
announced the next HOTLINE
breakfast  mesting.  featuring
chamber member Mnrk Zenohin,
to be held #1156 nm Thursday,
Dee 11 in the chamber officen 173
Elm 8t

Zenobin, home based irypeag
awner of On Your  Mark
Productions, an eventa prog
tione compuny, will provale 4
unigque perspective on cresting 4,
business that in compatible wiil,
one'n Hestyle In thiz iteracrg
workahop,  participants will oy
tipe on refining their managn
fment strategies to repch 1,

nale  with peaca  f
Hreaklnnt will be provided

Admiazion for WACU iembey .
ia 310, pon-members 115 Al 4,
welenmie. Contact the z};g;;,i.;_,
office at (BORI 2339021 (op Mo

tigh or O reserve 4 spate

nyine]
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Raiders ready to climb

By DANIEL MURPHY
THE RECORD-PRESS

They are the biggest and
strongest players on a field filled
with big and strong players and
are often the difference between
a five-yard loss and a 20-yard
gain.

But despite being in the mid-
dle of the action on every anap of
the ball and the cornerstone of
every game plan, linemen are
also often the moest anonymous
players on the field.

Kyle Baker and Lakiem
Lockery have garnered barrels of
b well-deserved ink by scorching
F the opposition on the ground and
linehackers Travis Boff and

Linemen the driving force
behind Raiders’ success

Charlie Bachi have been tackling
machines and the leaders of a
phenomenal defense. But their
jobs have been made possible —
or at least a lot easier — by the
group waging, and winning, the
fight along the line of scrimmage.

The seven starting lineman
Scotch Plains uses on the offen-
sive and defensive sides of the
ball -~ Tim Karis, Marc Fabiano,
Justis Evans, Leroy Anglin, Mark
Giannaci, Ryan Weber and Kevin
Urban — have been the engine
that hns propelled the Raiders
inte tomorrow night's state final,
their first since 1990.

“It comes with the territory’”

{Continued on page C-2)

Banged up Devils

fall to Plainfield

By DANIEL MURPHY
THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD — Without star
quarterback Jan Cocozziello, the
Westfield High football team
was unable to overcome a rash of
irjuries and ill-timed mistakes,
falling to Plainfield in the annu-
al Thanksgiving Day game,

The Cardinals took advan-
tage of a sputtering Blue Devil
offense and two special teams
letdowns by the Blue Devils to
come away with a 9-7 victory in
front of an estimated crowd of
4,000 ot Gary Kehler Stadium.
Westfield still lends the series
50-42-7,

Cocozziello left the game in
he second quarter with a high
nkle sprain, and was soon fol-
wed to the trainer's room by
nter Brian Bigelow. The two
juries decimated Westfield's
ense ngainst a big, physical
Ininfleld defenne an the Dovils
ere unable to take advantoge
u rash of Cardinal fumbles in
e aecond half
Tom DelDuca led Westfield
th 77 yards on seven carriea
{ Tyshon Blackman carried
times for B3 yards Bart
lah had 28 yarda rushing and
ght four panses for 44 yardw.
Nainfield put the ball on the
ind seven timeas in the gams,
Westfleld recovering five of
fumblens but the Devila were
ble to move the ball. Forcing
field to punt on all five of
mecand  hall  poreessione,
fietd took advantage of two
al teamna miscuee to seoer
he pointe.
st, with 1 16 remaining in
ird quarter, Dante Harvey
ed & punt 93 yards, tying

the game at 7-7.

On Westfield's ensuing pos-
session the Devils snapped the
ball over punter Joe Insignia’s
head, forcing him to kick it
through the back of the end zone
for a safety and a 9-7 Plainfield
lead. Backup quarterback Mike
Pattalla found few open
receivers and little time to throw
the ball against the Cardinal's
defenae, and would eventually
leave the game due to injury.

“They are a big physical team
and you take your lumps when
you play them,” said Westfield
Head Coach Ed Tranchina.
“There is a big size difference
and we got a lot of guys banged

Westfield opened the game in
impressive  fanhion, forcing
Plainfleld into a three-and-out
and tnking over at their own 18-
yard line. DelDucn swept left on
the firmt play from scrimmage
and raced 38 yards to the
Plainfield 26. Cocozzietlo then
completed n 19 yard pana to Bant
Walnali to aet up a first and goal.

A four-ynrd loss and a penal-
ty pushed the Devils back to the
18 but Cocozgiello conpected
with Marc Dowling for 10 yards
thess ran four yards on third
down to set up 4th andd goal from
the twa, Covuzziello can n heeper
up the middle for the touch.
down, putting Westfleld on top
2.0 loan than fuour minuten itte
the game.

After foreing anvther
Plainfield punt Westfiehd tonk
pver at Ha owh 18 and in nine
playe reached the Plainfield 10.
yard line, sparked by a 28 yord
run hy Tyshon Blackmon. But
the Blue Devils fumbled the

offensive and defensive linemen. Back row,
Marc Fabiano, Justis Evans, Tim Karis. Front row: Mark Giannachi,

Kevin Urban, Ryan Weber.
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NICOLE DIMELLA/THE RECORD-PRESS
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High football team has reached the
sectional final due in large part to the phmt its seven starting

m left: Levoy Anglin,

NIGCOLE DIMELLATHE BEGORD PRE S

over Ridge

Defense needs to defuse
explosive Ridge offense

By DANIEL MURPHY
THE RECORTD.PRESS

Steve Monuastero has had the
type of dream month that teen feot-
ball movies are made of: But before
the Ridpe High football tean’s sen-
ior backup quarterback can write a
Hollywood ending to his season, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood  defense
hopes to knock him baek to carth.

Scoteh Plains takes on Ridge
7:30 po. tomorrow in the North
Jersey Section 2, Group 3 final ot
Ginnts Stadium and will need to
find a way to cool down the red-hat
Monastero 1o win its first state title
since 1990

in the first round of the playotls,
agumst heavily fuvored
Phillipsburg, Monastero replaced
mjured starter Tim Howarth in the
second quarter and gquickly guided
the Red Devils to n monumental
31-27 upset victory, throwing for
203 yards and three touchdowns.

Since then Monastero has been
nearly perfect in guiding Ridge's
no-huddle, run-and-shoot offense,
completing 34 of 48 passes for 4605
yvirds in victories over Livingston
and Somerville. Ridge was scoring
28 points per game with Howarth
behind center and has put up 33
points in the three victories with
Monastero calling the signals,

“In our system you heed o have
more than one quarterback ready
to go,” said Ridge Head Coach 'Tom
Falato. “For four yeurs (Monastera)
has kept himself ready to go. When
he got the chanee he was prepared
and has done a tremendous job.

“He's a pretty good quurterback
in his own right. If we didn't have
(Howarth) I'm sure he would have

done a great job, He has alwnys
prepared as if he is the No. 1 quar-
terback.”

The Raiders’ defense has been
tho backbone of the squad all sen-
aon and has adjusted to each new
offensive look it has scen, from
wing-Ts to single-wings to option
uttacks. Scotch Pluins fuced n simi-
lar offense in its only loss of the sea-
son, an 18-9 sethack to Irvington
where it only guve up one defensive
touchdown, and in last year's play-
off loss to Jefferson, but nothing
like what Ridge brings to the table.

The key for the Raiders tomor-
row wili be the play of its front-four

-~

Tom DeiDuca ran seven times for 77 ysrds end had a 38 yard run to set up Waeatfield's lone touchdown
in @ 9-7 loss 10 Plainfield on Thanksgiving Day.

BandolT on the next play, the lasd
aof the first  quarter,  aml
Plninfield recoversd

“We  should  have  scored
twive,” anid Tranchinn “What
we ralled in the huddls and
whnt we ran were two differenl
plays  We shoutd have seored
there whd of we go in there it is n
ifferent ball gnme ”

i ite npex!  poeanssinn
Waatfield reatlind the Mlninfiabd
2R, but wax stopped on g 4th
afid-1 attempt, Wostfiald recov:
ered a fumble on Plainfleld’s

fient play aned, after picking up n
firnl down at the Plainfiold 21,
Carozzialy ran for n oyned hut
rolind hin ankle while heing
tackled with 6 00 left in the hisll
With 118 loiy in the thipl
qunttar Weatfield reacipdd the
Plainfield 45, bt Dende Flarvey
fielded A it at Vhe 7 vard fine,
atarted left, spun hnck 1o the
mitidbe of the fisld, broke n tnek
ler anck it pan the Westliedth rur
sl fur a W3 yard thuchdbwn
raliith ‘ta the seore 7-7.
“Wen ﬁwu unable to get a

firat. down o ibe et drive nd
wan foresel 4o pant from its own
1 an the first piny of the fourth
ignrter Bat the sinp aniled over
the prnters hvad he win forcedd
1o kick it ot of the hock of the
entl gnne fur w safely, potiing
Fiminfield b tap 87/

“tCnenzzinling wanted to fry to
come back ol the ead, hut he
comddn’t eni” snid Franchina
“Ihon we had ne ceater With
two pow kida in there 1t is tough
to mave the ball. ( Hignlnm wani:
ed to come back tou,

lineman Tim Kuaris, Marc
Fabiane, Leroy Anglin and Ryan
Weber, The Raiders will mix up
covernges and  blitz every so
often, but i the fourseme ean
generile pressure and  hit
Monastero on their own and shut
down the running pame, Scotch
Plains will be able to drop seven
into caverage to take away pnss-
ing lanes.

“All 1 know is | have to get to
the quarterback as quickly as
possible,” said senior defensive
el Tim Karis, “We've been doing
a good job pressuring the quar-
terback with just our lineman all
season ad we'll need to do that
apgmin to win this muane,

“Wo've seen evervthing this
yvenr and managed 1o adjust to
most things so tur. Our coaches
do 1 really good job preparing us
for everything.”

The Raiders will not be able to
key only on the pass, needing to
keep their eyes on running back
Matt Mullen, a 1,300 yard rusher
for Ridge this senson, Falato said
his offense has a 55-456 balunce
between the puss and run and is
hoping the Ralders will forget
about Mullen,

“He's had o great youwr” said

lito. "He's the one that keeps
things going. You have to respect
him. If (Scoteh Plning) thinks we're
only going to throw it, that's okay
with us.”

The opposite is true of Scotch
Plains, who will go heavy on the
run but mix in the puss to keep you
honest. Falato is impressed with
the play of Kyle Baker and Lakiem
Lockery, but knows he can't forget
about quarterback Dan LaForge
either,

“Scotch Plains is the most phys-
ical teiin we will have played,” said
Falato. “They nre very well conched,
I don't know if we con stop (Baker
and Lockery) but we have to try to
contain them and Lakorge breaks
containment. on everybody. We'll
definitely try to stop the run first,
but they throw it pretty good.”

“Hard nosed football,” said full-
backAincbacker Travis Bofl “That’s
what we huve to do, If we can keep
their offense ofl’ the field, run the
ball nt. them we can wear down
their lineman. And if the passing
gamo opens up we can throw it.”

Breznitsky
commits
to Rutgers

By DANNEL MURPHY
THE RECORD-PRESS

Ryan Breznituky has been fol-
lowing the Rutgers niversity
men's soccer team since he wia in
grade school, ronming the sidelines
ns a ball boy and watching Scotch
Plains alum from the ummli‘u.

Now he'll be n Scarlet Knight
himself, off the sidelines and into
the midfield.

Breznituky, the Sceotch Plains-
Fanwokd High senior and co-cap-
tain of the boys soceer team, gave &
vorbnl comimitnent to the Searlet
Knights earhr this week, choosing
Rutgeers over nlong list of suitors,

“I'ves know the conch for n long
time, | grew up going o their

ammes, wikching gys like (ormer
ider) Todd Mower play,” anid
Hreznitwky. "1 had o good time on
my official visit wned 1 likedd all the
plsyors und the ranchen”

{m'znituky, who seared 1H gonla
ataed had 19 cosasts Hus season for
Seateh Plains nnd 47 and 43 for hin
carver, chose Kutgers {rom n list
that ineluded Mochigan, North
Cnrabinn State, Hartwiek, Seton
Toall, Ot Dispagsion sl Thika, In
the emd lwe felt more comfortiable
with Hutgers, Flead Coneh Boh
Henmno wnd the proxenty of the
uehond 1 hore

1 ooked 1l aver the plinen, wnid
Hrormstaky 1 bt koow what |
winted [tines wos alwiys sn
aphaty, 1 sturted se on option and
sllaastedy (nsbunl sm the tqtion.
160 clower b B mo oy fumily and
aigtiee of the guva can come amd
witth e ploy, and 1 ean make it
hack b e how the eotels Platas)
tongn in doing

“Itim pce Lo hove it ol my mieed
and have tw presaure { oann
relan now andl nit have (0 worry
about.” -
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DEVILS OFF TO FAST
START

90.5-79.5 in the opemng dual
meet of the ~en-on Tuesday Kyan
Bartholomew won the 50 free in
22 42 and ¢ hri- Hemnen won the
200 free 1n 150 =7 and 106 {lv 1n

The Westfield High bovs swim
team started the seuasen strong.

defeated Bridgewuter-Raritan  36.21. Sam Gurdus won the J00
PGA Golf .7
T \3/} \ 3011 v

Bill Mo Clunes Instruction

PGA Protessional [

Golfer On Your List???

Call to have your Gift
Certificate mailed today
(732) 382-9528

Email: billmeclunevédpga.com
YEUPR

Hlave Your Visa/MC/Discover Ready!!

Pro Shop

Oak Ridge G C. Titkaiar Lesson Rates
Clark, N) $35/Half Hour
o $180/6 L.esson Series
Sumnu‘l ‘““'?'”“." G.L. Mb “othes packages avaslable
Summit, Nj

A

| SPORTSCENE

breaststroke in 1:07.11.

RAIDERS SPLIT WITH
HILLSBOROUGH

The boys and girls swim teams
trom Sentch Plains-Fanweod High
split season-opening meets Tuesday
with Hillshorough, with the girls
squad claiming a 96.5-73.5 victory
biut the boys squad falling 110-60.

Cameron led the Raiders with
victories in the 200 and 500 yard
free and Scotch Plains won two of
the three relayvs to open the season
1-0.

Dave Hauptman won the 50 and
100 yard free style events in 24.12
and 53.02 for the boys squad, but
Hillsborough took first in eight of
the 11 events.

FUNDRAISER

The Westfield High School Ice
Hockey Association and Parker
Greenhouses are having a fundras-
ing event to benefit the Westfield [ce
Hockey team. Shop at Parker
Greenhouses. 1325 Terrill Road,
Sceotch Plains, between now and Jan.
5 and receive five percent off entire
purchase and 10 percent of all pro-
ceeds will be donated to the hockey
team. Just mention Westfield High
School Iee Hockey at the time of pur-
chase.

o

KENT+PLAC
% ﬁ %/ . Nalhi y

You're invited to experience

E«SCHOOL

A

a school where girls e focused,
self-reliant, and leading the way.

1:00 - 1118
1:15 « 2:00
2:00- 3:00

| ALL SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE « GRADES K-12

Sunday, December 7, 2003, 1-3 p.m.

Open House Program
| Refreshments & Registration
| Information Session

I Tours

Kopnicki shined, but SP-F
was plagued by injuries

By DAVID LAZARUS
KECORD-PRE== ( ORRESPONDENT

Injuries and inexperience took their toll on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High boys cross country
team which. despite consistently receiving out-
standing individual performances by Brian
Kopnicki. fell short of many of its team goals.

Kopnicki along with fellow senior Zack McGuire
were the only returning lettermen and led the squad
throughout the season but team success is predicat-
«d on having five finishers and, despite an 8-2 dual
meet record, the Raiders were not competitive with
(‘ranford in the larger end of the year meets.

~It's always very difficult having to deal with not
being as good as you were the year before,” said
Head Coach Jeff Koegel, now 58-B in seven seasons.
“It would have been nice to see what we could have
done had we not been hit so hard with injuries.”

The biggest loss was junior Sean Smith, who had
run a 50.7 second 400-meter relay leg last spring
and was going te be running cross country for the
first time.

“He was training very hard over the summer and
definitely would have run in our top five. It appears
that the lingering shin injuries he struggle;i with
this spring never healed properly, and the distance
training caused them to develop into a stress frac-
ture. He was lost for the season,” said Koegel.

Another top runner, sophomore Josh Zinman,
who ran 10:24 in the 3200 as a freshman last spring,
suffered the same injury right before the champi-
onship season started. “He was our third runner.
Being without two of your top five runners is
extremely difficult. It's even more difficult when
you only have about a dozen boys on the team and
you don't have the depth to replace them. I guess
we can look on the bright side of still coming in sec-
ond in the conference and qualifying for the group
meet without them, but that’s not an easy thing to
do,” said Koegel.

Koegel was also pleased with the way some of his
less experienced runners developed. Freshman

Mike Miller ran some of the best freshman times o,
Koegel’s career and sophomores Brian Glassett ar,
Matt Capodicasa also progressed quite a bit ov..,
the course of the season. both running low.1-.
after never having broken 19:00 coming into ti,..
season.

“We need to get more people out for the te,,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood are soccer towns, wiy,
doesn't help us much, and we also lack a midd:..
school program,” said Koegel.

“I don't care if they're not very good when th.-
come out. If theyre willing to work, I will muke
them better. Some of my best runners were i
slowest guys on the team when they first started

Amazingly enough one of those slow runners .
one time was Kopnicki, who struggled to break 4
minutes for the 5K his first season. His impressijv.
list of accomplishments this season ranks with (he
greats of tradition-rich Scotch Plains. Kopnick
rolled to championships in the Watchung
Conference and Union County meets and wo.
named county runner of the year by the Courie
News and the Star Ledger.

Kopnicki considered one of few non-winning
efforts, a fourth place finish in 16:24.67 in th.
Group 3 state meet at Holmdel, as his best effort of
the year. The time was the second fastest by .
Raider runner during Koegel's tenure and the thir
best in school history behind Bob Wallden 1200
and Pete Clavin (1991,

Koegel was most proud of the way that Kopnick
bounced back from a second place finish at the sec/
tionals and defeated the same runner at the follow
ing two meets, the group finals and the Meet o
Champions.

"] came into that race just trying to get unde
16:40 and I ended up doing a lot better then |
thought I could de,” said Kopnicki.

Kopnicki gives much of the credit to Koegel
“Having a good coach who knows what he is doing :.
great. A lot of the times cross country coaches dony
get enough credit for what they do because all they
do is tell you to ‘run’ but it’s a lot more than that”

Linemen the driving force behind Raiders’ success

(Continued from page C-1)

said Karis, a senior captain.
“People don't talk about the offen-
sive line much but you don't join
the line because you want to get
mentioned. You do it because you
like to go out there and hit people.

“Our entire team didn't get a lot
of respect at the beginning of the
season. It's kind of like playing on
the line. You don't get a lot of
respect but you go out there, play
hard and get the job done. That's
what we've done as a team.”

The Raiders have been getting

« [XPERTS AT KEEPING YOU WARM .

REPLACEMENTS © INSTALLATIONS
GAS & OIL "",:"
STEAM & HOT WATER BOILERS 4R Traper -

CERTIFVED TECHNICLANS
ONE DAY INSTALLATIONS

HOT AIR FURNACES
AVAIL ARLE,

HAGH EFFICIENCY SYSTEMS

m PORLLSS
BOILERS
FREE ESTIMATES

i 1-800-222-0643

offers new procedures for
Varicose Vein Removal

FEEE 25 2% *

Faster Recovery
emburrassing
a faster recovery

activities rapidly.

the Muhienberg Ve Center today o

732-632-1526

\"/

MEDIC AL 1 NTIR

The Muhlenberg Vein Center

No Hospitalization ® Minimal Discomfort

Over 25 milhion Amcencans sufter from varicose veins-—those
unsightly bluish, swollen veins i the leg that are not only
but can cause pain, swelling, even severe
nching and uleers But now, surgcons at the Muhlenberg Vein
Center can chinunate varcose vemns through new ninimally
tvasne procedures that offer Tess bratsing, less scanmg and
Fhe mnovative treatment options are less
paintul and allos panents 1o resume their normal day-to-day

For more information on 1o schedide o consudtation, contact

MUHLENBERG REGIONAL

“Eliminate Unsightly
Varicose Veins!

the job done in the trenches mainly
because of their effort and hard
work, not just on Saturday after-
noons but from an off-season dedi-
cated to the weight room, an atten-
tion to detail in practice and an
unquenchable desire to dominate..

“The big thing is they have
worked very hard in the weight
room and play hard all the time,"
said Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli.
“The goal is to play a perfect game
and to dominate people. To do that
you can't take a play off. The thing
I love about this group is that they
play hard all the time, They have
great chemistry, they feed off each
other and it just snowballs from
there.”

The defensive line, with Fabiano
and Anglin at tackles and Weber
and Karis on the end, is going to be
the key to the Raiders’ game plan
against Ridge Saturday. If the front
four can pressure quarterback
Steve Monastero on their own the
Raiders can drop seven plavers
into coverage against the pass
happy Red Devils and disrupt the
red-hot Monastero’s rhythm.

“The idefensive linemen' have
been doing a good job pressuring
the quarterback on their own all
year,” said Baker. “That makes it a
lot easier on the secondary. If they
can do that against Ridge we
should be able to shut down their
offense.”

The key to the defensive line
has been Fabiano. Combining size

s

/

4

and strength with the quickness
balance and athleticism that
helped him win a District 11 cham
pionship in wrestling last winter,
Fabiano leads the team in sack:
and tackles for a loss and fought off
a multitude of blocks to record :
key sack in the semifinal round vit
tory over Sayreville.

“In the trenches its 1-on-1 lik
on the mat.” said Ciceotelli. “Hi
knows how to use his hands wel
and has the quickness and balanc
to get his guy off-balance and make
a move.”

A glance at the stat book follow
ing just about every game this sea
son has revealed few, if any, run:
for negative vardage, a testament
to the offensive line's abilitv t
move defensive lineman and lLinc
backers off the ball and create day-
light for Baker, Lockery and Boffon
every carry. Giannaci anchors the
line at center, with Fabiano and
Kariz at guard and Evans and
Urban at tackle.

“They get such a great push off
the ball that we never have any
rushes for negative vardage,” saul
Baker. “They've been opening up
huge holes throughout the season
and T just have to worry about put
ting a move on the secondary an
not a linebacker. They have mad
life o lot easier for me, They are :
big part of sur offense.”

And the biggest reason whi
Scotch Plains is playing for a stat
championship tomorrow night.

HE WANTS FOR
'CHRISTMAS!

.

A ' ) P .f;",,‘ I
www.ewacars.com
“Over 13,000 Automobilo Products!
Hooks. Modoels, Videos, Magazines!

s .
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Susanne Novak

SCOTCH PLAINS — Susanne
Novak, 56, died Nov. 24, 2003 at her
home after a brief battle with lung
canoer.

Born in Newark, she lived in
Scotch Plains for more than 30
years.

Mrs. Novak was a registered
nurse with the Solaris Healthcare
System, Haven Hospice of Edison,
for 12 years.

She was earlier a research and
engineering secretary with the
Esso Co. in Florham Park for six
years.

Mrs. Novak was a graduate of
the Drake School of Business,
Union County College and
Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center School of Nursing in
Piainfield.
. She was involved in parish nurs-
ing at Bethel Presbyterian Church,
Plainfield, and was a Girl Scout
leader with the Washington Rock
Council for more than 15 years.

Active in the community, Mrs.
Novak spent one Sunday each
month providing free blood pres-
sure screening to church members.
She waz a leader in the congrega-
tion at Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, serving as a deacon, and
session member and teaching
Christian  Education to the

“Middlers for over 12 years.

While in the hospital, she

Joseph W,

FANWOOD Joseph W.

Knapp Jr., 66, died Nov. 26, 2003

~at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

" Born in Newark, he moved to

" Fanwood 32 years ago.
A land surveyor, he owned and
operated Sailer &  Sailer

Assaociates Inc. in Elizabeth for the
past 40 years,

Mr. Knapp was a peacetime vet-
eran of the Army, an elder at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church

"and a trustee for Camp

Waldemar
Schliesske

WESTFIELD Waldemar

Schliesske, 80, died Dec. 1, 2003
- at his home.

Born in Germany, he came to
the US. in 1951 and settled in
Westfield.

Mr. Schliesske was an assem-
bly line worker for General
Motors in Linden for 36 years
before retiring in 1990.

Surviving are Gertrude, his
wife of 52 years; a son, Harold; a
daughter, Alice Masters; a sister,
Marie Schliesske, and three
grandchildren.

Services were held Wednesday
in Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church, 229 Cowperthwaite
Place, Westfield. Arrangements
were by the Docley Colonial
Home, Westfield.

Anna Sapia

SCOTCH FPLAINS — Anna
Sapia died Nov. 29, 2003 at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in New Britain, Conn,,
she lived in Sicily, Newark and
Orange before moving to Scotch
Plains in 1998,

Mrs. Sapia was a seamstress
" for the Richard Mondello Co. in
Orange. Previously, she worked
at Silvertown Frock in Orange.

She was a member and past
president of the Newark chapter
of the International Ladies
Garment Workers Union.

Surviving are a daughter,
Maria Calabrin; a sister, Lucy
Rametta, and three grandchil-
dren.

Arrangments were by the
Rossi Funera! Home in Scotch
Plains.

MONUMENTS,
MARKERS
AND BRONZE
PLAQUES

Vislt Our Large Indoor
& Ovidoor Display

Order Now Balors 2004
Price Incronses

GREENBROOK MENORIALS

4 Generations of Memorialists

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Do NOT order your Memorisl
at the time of the Funersl.

purchase & Memorial from
anw%’éxpaﬁonced high priced
salesperson - when you dan
make yout purchase from & 4ih
generation rhemaotialiat whose
only buginess is Memorial Sales.

SAVE 20% - 50%

103 Bound Brook Road ke ¥ we buel

, Middiosen, NJ,
I o 758-960-2043

donated more than 15 inches of her
hair. calling in a beautician from
Salon One Seventeen, a participat-
ing salon with Locks of Love in
Cranford. The hair was donated to
make wigs for other cancer victims
who lost their hair during
chemotherapy treatments.

Surviving are James J., her hus-
band of 34 years; daughters. Jamie
Lynn, Brandy Lee. Jessica Marie
and Kristy Sue; brothers, John and
Vincent Mellott, and one grand-
child.

Arrangements
Rossi  Funeral
Plains.

A memorial service will be held
2 p.an. Saturday, followed by a
reception at The Fanwood
Presbyterian Church. A blood drive
will be held prior to the memorial
service; all those wishing to donate
in Mrs. Novak's memory are invit-
ed to participate between 8:30 a.m.
and 2 pm. at Fanwood
Presbyterian Church.

Monetary donations may be
sent to the Sue Novak Scholarship
Fund, which will help local stu-
dents attend nursing or nursing
assistant school, Checks should be
made out to Fanwood Presbyterian
Church and marked “Sue Novak
Scholarship Fund” and can be sent
to 74 Martine Avenue South,
Fanwood NJ 07023,

Knapp Jr.

Brettdeavor in Lebanon.

He was a member of the execu-
tive board and a recipient of the
Boy Scouts Silver Beaver Award,
both with the Northern New
Jersey Boy Scout Council.

He was also a member of the
CRS Committee for the Elizabeth
Presbytery of the Presbyterian
Church.

Mr. Knapp was also a member
and former president of the
Elizabeth Rotary Club, where he
was named a Paul Harris Fellow.

Surviving are his wife, Barbara
A.; sons, Joseph W. I11, Scett F. and
Gregory P, and sisters, Doris M.

were by the
Home, Scotch

Downey and Claire R.
Arrangements were by

Memorial Funeral Home in

Fanwood. Interment was in

Hollyweod Memorial Park in
Union.

Donations may be made to the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, 74
Martine Ave. South, Fanwood, NJ
07023 or the Northern New Jersey
Boy Scout Council in Oakland.

Obituaries

Doris D. Ragan

SCOTCH PLAINS — Doris .
“Mary” Ragan, 81, died Nov. 26,
2003 at Genesis at Woodlands
Eldercare, Plainfield.

Born in Hillsborough. she was
a resident of Scotch Plains for 25
years, She also lived in Plainfield
and Manhattan.

Mrs. Ragan worked for more
than 20 vears at Rickels in South
Plainfield as a data processor,
retiring in 1995. She attended St.
John's Baptist Church in Scotch
Plains.

Surviving are her son, Fred
Lee Ragan Jr. of Lakewood: two
nephews, Alton Richardon Jr. of
Portsmouth, Va., and Dennis V.
Hill of Philadelphia, Pa; two
nieces, Boverly N Richardson of
Castalia, N.C., and Pateiein H.
Hill of Toms River; a sister,
Marnon T Jones Hicks of Toms
River; a granddaughter, great-
granddaughter and a surrogate
granddaughter.

Services were held at Judkins
Colonial Homw,

Ronald Jenerette

SCOTCH PLAINS — Ronald
Jenerette, 42, died Nov. 25, 2003
at Overlook Hospital in Summit

He was born in Jersey City
and had lived in Scotch Plains
since 1993,

Mr denerette was a firefighter
for 11 years with the Jersey City
Fire Department.

A brother, Abdul Majed Ali, is
deceased.

Surviving are his wife, Wendy;

his mother, Sarah; a son, Ronald
TvQuain; three sisters, Sheriann
Middleton, Tonya and Natasha;
and many nieces and nephews.
Services were held Saturday
at  the Mount Pisgah AME,
Church in Jersey City. Burial

wits in Roschill  Cemetory,
Linden.
Arrangenents were by

Watson Mortuary Services in
Jersey City.

Gertrude Kjellmark

SCOTCH PLAINS —
Gertrude Kjellmark, 93, died

Nov. 20, 2003 in the Hospice of

the Valley in Phoenix, Ariz.

Born in Plainfield, she lived in
Scotch Plains, Cranford and
Whiting before moving to
Phoenix three years ago.

Mrs. Kjellmark was a statisti-
cian at Prudential Insurance Co.
in Newark, where she worked for
30 years before retiring in 1970.

She was & member of the
Crestwood Village Chapter of the
Order of the Fastern Star in
Whiting,

Surviving are duughters, Judy
Winters and Jill Bogert; a broth-
er, Detlev Hauck, and three
grandchildren,

A memorinl service will be
10:30 o.m. Saturday in the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 E. Broad St.,
Westfield.

Dorothy M. Harris

WESTFIELD Darothy
Madeline Harris, 90, died Nov.
21, 2003 at Liberty Commons in
Burlington, N.C.

Born and raised in Westfield,
Mrs. Harris later moved to
Cranford, where she raised her
family before retiring to Toms
River, She moved to North
Carolina in 1997,

Before her marriage to the
late Milton R. Harris, she worked
at New York Life Insurance
Company in New York City. She
cared professionnlly for many
children in the aren and enjoyed

gardening,
needlepoint,

Sarviving are two daughters,
Marie Mann and Rev. Barbara
RBarlok and husband Renald; six
grandchildren, including Howard
Mann and  wife Jackie and
Melindn Mann of Cranford; and
10 great-grandchildren,

Mrs. Harris is predeceased by
her husband and a brother,
Martin W, Vincentsen,

Burinl was in  Fnirview
Cemetery. Donations may be
made to the Alzheimer's
Associntion.

enlertaining  and
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Susan Weiveris

Susan Stecher Weivenis, 43,
died Nov. 24, 2003 at the Father
Hudson House in Elizabeth.

Mrs. Weiveris was o liteloug
Cranford resident and since 2000
owned Integrity Bookkeeping in
the township. S8he earlier was a
bookkeeper  for  the  Detro
MacArthur Fuel Co. in Clark; the
Rankin Fuel Co. in Crantord;
Schwartz & Romankow inh Union:
Hellring, Lindemann, Goldstein &
Seigel in Newaric; AirCon in
Mountainside; Red Devil Tools
Ine. in Union:; and the Technit
Wire Co. in Cranford.

She also was the bookkeeper of
the Crossroads Christian
Fellowship in Union, where Mes,
Weiveris was the technieal coordi-
nator for the FEaster play. The
1973 alumnn of Cranford High
School held an associate’s degree
in business from Union County
College. She was a member of Phi

Theta Kappa honor society at the
vollege.

Mrs. Weiveris wus a life mem-
ber of the Cranford First Aid
Syuad and the chairman of its
251h anmiversary parade in 1978,
She was the First Ald Squad’s
chaplain, president, vice president
and treasurer in her years as an
active member from 197 1-86,

fler mother, Dorothy Elwert
Stecher, died in 1998,

Surviving are her husband,
Jinn her father, Charles Stecher; a
brother, Charles Stecher Jr; a
nicee and a nephew,

Services were held Sunday at
the Crossroads Christian
‘ellowship.

Arrangements were by the
Dooley Funeral Home, Donations
may be sent to Carcinoid Cancer
Foundation Ine., 333 Mamaroneck
Ave,, Suite 402, White Plains, NY
108605,

Edward Kammler Jr.

Edward A. Kammler Jr, 79,
died Nov. 30, 2003 in Overlook
Hospital, Summit.

Born in Elizabeth, he lived in
Cranford and Summit before mov-
ing to Basking Ridge in 1987, He
also maintained a summer resi-
dence in Wolfeboro, N.H.

Mr. Kammler owned Union
County Buick in Elizabeth for
many years before retiring in 1990,

He was n Navy veteran of World
War 11, serving in the Atlatic and
Pacific theaters,

A former president of the
Suburban Golf Club, Union, he
was a metmber of the Baltusrol Golf
Club in Springfield, president of

Call today, Save up to

the New Jersey Automotive Trade
Association and o charter presi-
dent of the 200 Club of Union
County.

Mr, Kammnler was also a direc-
tor of the United Counties Trust
Co. in Elizabeth, a 32nd degree
mason and a member of Salaam
Temple Shrine Club.

Surviving are his wife, Lucy;
daughters, Laurie Kaye and
Patricin Luff} n son, Edward A,; a
brother, Corydon 8,; five grandchil-
dren and three great-grandchil-
dren,

Services will be 11 a.m. today ut
McCracken Funeral Home, 1500
Morris Ave., Union.
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Westfield’s Edison School names honor students for fall term

WESTFIELD — The following

students have earned academic
‘Fonors for the first marking period
_at Edison Intermediate School.

Distinguished Honor Roll

Grade 7: Caroline Albanese,

Jen.n.lfer Ames, PPaul Bai, Jonathan
-Berman, Mallory Boosch Sally
.Bregman, Charles Cary, Alexa

*Cassaro, Alexander

Chartrain,

Nicholas Chartrain, David Chen,
James Chu, Christine Clark, Devin
~Cline, Alexis Constantine, Matt.hew
:DeMasi, Anthony Dilorio, Jennifer

Dilzell,

Christine Peldbauer

-Joshua Firestone, Zachary Friss,

Pan Fussman, Sophia Geskin,
sDanielle Gillyard, Aileen Grogan,
*Bridget Grogan, Jessica Harris,
‘Teresa Hu, James Hughes, Mlchael
Irving, Matthew Isabella, Jennifer
«Jean-Louis, Melinda Jsmenez Ross
*Kettleson, Kathryn Kiefer, Julia
"Knaus, Rachel Kreutzer,
Chnstopher Latimer, Jenna
'Leopold, Alice Li, Jason Lipshultz,

Justin Lo, Amanda Lojo, Matthew
Marcus, Ezra Margolin, Joseph
Martoglio, Cyndil  Matthew,
Elizabeth McCarthy, Matthew
Morgan, Natalie Morrison, Alyson
Moskowitz, Devlin Murphy, Julia
Murphy, Dana Newman, Katherine
Nguyen, Robert O’Rourke, Joseph
Panarese, Evan Paulan, Katherine
Payne, David Pusar, Carla Ralston,
Elizabeth Riordan, Samantha
Ritter, Abigail Ryan, Harrison
Sacks, Jeannette Sharpless,
Christopher Sheehan, Colleen
Smith, Moira Smith, Elyssa
Solomon, Marisa Stotter, Dean
Trkompson, Kimberly Townsend,
Douglas Velasco, Keegan Wallace,
Jennifer Weidman, Amy Weiss,
Andrew Weiss, Danielle Zamarelli.

Gracde 8. Jessica Anderson,
Rebecca Bieber, Kelsi Browning,
Nina Brownstone, Alex Chaves,
Samantha Chu, Catherine
Cognetti, Christina Cognetti,
Marlena Cortese, Julie Daurio,
Alison Donohue, Evan Einstein,
Renee Ferio, Elizabeth Harbaugh,

Eamon Hartnett, Jaclyn Kirna,
Toni Ma, Michael Melillo, So Miwa,
Ravi Netravali, Ellen O'Brien,
Anne O'Neill, Roshni Shah, Vincent
Spinelli, Patrick Stanley,
Jacqueline Sull, Kelli Sullivan,
Liane Sullivan, Christine Tolias,
Julia Valentin, Brittany VanSickle,
Dylan Wallace, Arielle Wegbreit,
Cathryn Winchester.

Honor Roll

Grade 7: Stephanie Albright,
Ravisher Atkar, Michael Avram,
John Barnes, Stephan Binetti,
Karen Boyle, Yaniv Brener,
Jackson Browning, Elizabeth
Buchanan, Mark Cafiero, Matthew
Catenacci, Colleen Cleary,
Benjamin Colvin, Julia Conroy,
Anna Dallendorfer, Andrew
Davinson, Nicholas Delreitas,
Anthony DePaolo, Adria DeVita,
Matthew DiFubio, Natalie
DiFrancesco, Nicholas Dougert,
Joshua Einbinder, Dennis Elwell,
Eric Fahrenthold, Mark Fischetti,

Michael Forgash, Jacob Fox, Alyssa
Frank, Patrick Fringer, Daryi
Garfinkel, Dominique Gillyard,
Brian Gingrich, Nina Godbee,
Alexandra Goldin, Adam
Gottdiener, Nina Helfman, Monica
Hong, Allison Jakobovic,
Christopher Kwon, Jacob Lang,
Rachael Leahy, Malcolm Lee,
Frank Lewis, Kathleen Lynes,
Diana Maligi, Andrew Marra,
Victoria Martinez, Emily McGale,
Thomas McManus, Leena Meola,
Matthew Monaghan, Matthew
Moraga, Eric Moran, Brian Muller,
Elizabeth  Odermatt, David
Ortuso, Maxine Pellegrino, Ross
Pohling, James Reardon, Ryan
Rocha, Brandon Rolnick, Ralph

Rotondo, Chiara Sabino, Todd
Saunders, Nicole Scalera,
Alexander Schaefer, Matthew
Scharpf, Michael Simone,

Christian Stiles, Ellen Straus,
Emily Tebbetts, Jemma Urban,
Sarah  Vincett, Corey Wisler,
Timothy Woods, Kevin Yang.
(irade 8: Ben Baron, Jeremy

Bender, Danieile Bercovicez,
Kristen Boersig, Lauren
Brachman, Kelly Braun, Emma
Byer, Jennifer Calello, Andrew
Calvaruso, Scott Camuto, Patrick
Clancy, Brittany Clemenko, Craig
Cognetti, Elise Colasanti, Caitlin
Comforti, Melvin Diep, Kerriann
Dooley, Katherine Douglas,
Connor Doyle, John Dugan,
Andrea Ellis, John Falzon, Lauren
Frankfort, Ashley Freudenheim,
Evan Friedman, Olympia Gaglioti,
Kathryn Galasso, Anne Galligan,
Lynne Ganley, Matthew Gelmetti,
William Geltzeiler, Brian Glbbons,
Katie Goellner, Julie Greener,
Allen Gurdus, Dizne Hagmann,
Jessica Harmer, Claire Harris,
Agustina Healy, Salonia Henry,
Jonathan Holt, Alexandria Hurtt,
Neil Huskey, Danielle Infantino,
Matthew Jekelis, Henry Kaye,
Angela Kerins, Kristen Koepfler,

Stephen Koepfler, Kaitlin
Kominsky, Alexander Kopp,
Stephanie  Korunow, Alison

Lambert, Heather Lee, Katherine

Lee, Victoria Lobovsky, Jeffrey
Manders, Michael Mathews,
Gillian McGovern, Julia
Medzhitova, Evan Merkelson,
Holly Messina, Montana Metzger,
Emma Molloy, Christina Obiajulu,

Mia Pafumi, Aditi Parekh,
Marissa Perch, Stephanie
Pinheiro, Evan Porch, dJulia
Porpora, Kimberly Pulliam,
Carolyn Raphael,  Michael
Rediker, Krista Ruschmann,
Lindsay Ryan, Daniel Selert,
Danielle Sgalardi, Elizabeth

Shannon, Evan Shapiro, Jessica
Sheft-Ason, Shauna  Siegel,
Zachary Skolnick, Anna Smith,
Rachel St. Lifer, Daniel Strauss,
Anthony Szwarc, Kyle Taylor,
Charles Tripp, Angela Valles,
Joseph  Vall-Llobera, Nicole
Venezia, Bethany  Verdone,
Roshan  Vijayakumar, Paul
Wakeman, Gwendolyn Walsh,
Lauren Weiner, Reece Weiner,
Kristian Wendel, Caitlin Whitlock,
John Wilt, Mikayla Winfield,
Matthew Wolski, Tianyou Xu.
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Gala raises more than $175G
for Children’s Specialized

Five hundred guests helped
Children’s Specialized Hospital
Foundation raise over $175,000
at its 16th annual Umbrella
Gala Nov. 1. Proceeds from the
black tie ball, held at The Regent
Wall Street in New York City,
benefit Children’s Spec1alnzed
Hospital, the nation’s largest
pediatric rehabilitation hospital.

The evening included cock-
tails, dinner and dancing, as
well as a dynamic performance
by American tenor Michael
Amante. Guests had an opportu-
nity to meet Children’s
Specialized Hospital's new pres-
ident and CEO, Amy Mansue
and recognize the evening's hon-
oree CIT Group, a leading com-
mercial and consumer finance
company based in Livingston.
CIT was recognized for its long
standing relationship and gener-
ous financial support of a wide
range of initiatives that have
helped advance the accessibility
of care to thousands of New
Jersey’s children. Other spon-
gors for the event included
Englehard Corporation and
Pfizer Inc.

“The gala was a tremendous
success. Our guests enjoyed a
beautiful evening in one of New
York’s grandest spaces, while
contributing generously to help
the hospital achieve its goal of
expanding services, Together we
have helped to ensure more chil-
dren realize their potential for a
brighter, happier future,” said

Gemma Lyons, chairwoman of
the gala planning committee.
Lyons was joined by co-chair-
woinan Barbara Iule\ and Jean
Pascuiti, Mountainside; auction
chairwoman Pat Mauceri,
Waljren; Sueanne Korn, Scotch
Plains; Barbara Cortese,
Califon; Francine Leddy,
Cranford; Barbara Rothman,
Westfield; and Anita Siegel,
Morristown. The advancement
committee was led by co-chairs
Paul Lamb and Rocky
Mangiarane, both of Engelhard
Corporation, and ad journal
chairman John Boyle 111 of
Basking Ridge. Committee
members included Barry
Bregman, Heidrick & Struggles;
Tom Kay, JP Morgan
Securities; Edward Moragas,
KPMG; Joseph Lamendola,
Ph.D. and Thomas Kaoestler,
Ph.D of Schering-Plough
Corporation. Alexander

Miners  Railruad Workeis  Steal Workors

Call Duffus & Associates
today for free information.

Factlury Personnat

ATTENTION WELDERS

Manganese poisoning can produce inmmediate health
related problems including:

DUFFUS & ASSOCIATES

. Aoty at Law
e Experienced Trial Attorneys

Giaquinto, Ph.D. and Philip
Salerno III served as ex officio
on both committees.

Attendees showed their sup-
port for the hospital by partici-
pating in a silent auction, which
included a wide variety of items
including tickets to metro sport-
ing events, vacation trips, signed
pieces of memorabilia and many
other luxury items. The auction
raised more than $18,000 in net
proceeds.

Children’s Specialized
Hospital, an affiliate member of
the Robert Wood Johnson Health
System, is the largest pediatric
rehabilitation hospital in the
United States. Children’s treats
infants, children, and young
adults from birth to 21 years of
age. This Foundation is the only
organization of its kind where
every gift has a direct impact on
the future of special needs chil-
dren.

Ay uitur al Wik e

“w Parkinson’s Discase

“w Muscle Stiffness
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Fax us your news! (732) 574-2613

With our annuity, there’s
payback every day

Invest in a Charitable Gift Apnuity
from Childrens Specialized
Hospital Foundation. By domg so,
vou'll puarantee regular, lilctime
inconw for yourself, your spouse, ar
yvour fanuly = and provide Americas
largest pediatric rehalnlitanon hospital
with the resources it needs w hielp
more Kids recover from travmatie
nyjurics and ilnesses every day

GH Atwunties start e $5,000 and
deliver a host of tax benefirs. Go o
www.childrens-specialized.org/annuity
o valeulate your potentiad annuity
tncome. For more information,

call us today ot 908-301-5410.
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Real Estate

Popularity of adjustable-rate mortgages is on the rise

By JAMES M. WOODARD
PLEY NEWS SERVICE

© Adjustable-rate  mortgages
appear to be experiencing a
thini-revival in popularity with
b__Ol‘rOWerS.
ARM loans to the total volume
of mortgage applications has
been increasing.

¥ “The ARM share has risen to
its highest level in more than
three and a half years,” said Jay
Brinkmann, the Mortgage
Bankers Association vice presi-
ent of research. As of the sec-
ond weck of November, the
ARM proportion of morigage
activity increased to 27.5 per-
cent of total applications —
almost a full percentage point
increase from just the week
before.

»: The attraction of AKMs is

The proportion of

that they come with a substan-
tially lower interest rate than is
available for fixed-rate loans.
With most experts predicting
that mortgage interest rates
will remain low for the foresee-
able future, more and more con-
sumers are taking advantage of
the lower adjustable rates. A
one-year ARM can carry an
inlerest rate up to 2 percentage
points less than a 30-year fixed-
rate mortgage.

Most borrowers, however,
want the peace of mind that
comes from knowing their mort-
gage rate will not periodically
jump upward, raising their
monthly payments.
Consequently, they opt for a 15-
year or 30-year fixed-rate mort-
gage. Usually, the interest rate
on a 16-year loan will be about
three-quarters of a percentage

puint less than on a 30-year
loan.
ET Y

Q: What's being done to make
homeowner's insurance more
availahle?

A:  Finally, homeowner’s
insurance coverage may become
more available next year, thanks
to Policyholders of America.

This consumer group will
start selling homeowners poli-
cies in the later months of 2004,
it was announced. It’s part of
POA's continuing attempt to
provide consumer-friendly prod-
ucts.

Unlike conventional insurers,
POA will not use credit scores or
report claims to the
Comprehensive Loss and
Underwriting Exchange data-
base, says POA President
Melinda Ballard.

Deteriorating tub should be recaulked

By GENE GARY
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

- Q: The caulking around our
bathtub/shower unit shows
gigns of crumbiing, and some
rust is beginning to appear in
crevices. This condition makes
the area look dirty, even though
I have used recommended bath
and tub cleaners as well as
household bleach. Can 1
tecaulk over the old caulking,
and do I need to remove the
rust prior to applying new
caulk?

A: Recaulking over old and
crumbiing caulk is not the
answer. It will only compound
the problem. Sooner or later,
almost every shower or tub will
need to have seams reeaulked.
It is best to tackle this job at

"the first signs of cracking,

before water secps behind the
tile and rust appears or — even
worse — dry rot sets in.

Cracks in the senms of your
shower enclosure occur from
regular expansion and contrac-
stion of walls due to changes in

gdemperature and humidity as
“well as the general settiing of
'the house, Tub seams are even

more vulnerable because most
tubs flex when you step into
them. Repairing the existing
caulking is not a recommended
procedure. All of the old and
crumbling caulking should be
removed,

Fortunately, there is an
alternative to the removal of
hardened old caulking by
tedious scraping and chipping.
Removal can be facilitated with
the use of 3M Caulk Remover,
available at hardware stores
and home centers. This product
softens the old caulk and
makes it easy to lift and scrape
it out with a putty knife, leav-
ing a smooth, clean surface for
the new seal.

Recaulking with a silicone
caulk provides the best long-
term protection. This comes in
tubes or can be applied using a
cartridge in a caulking gun.
The tubes are convenient for
small jobs,

Be sure that all soap residue
and mildew are removed from
the walls and tub or shower
surface. Use a commercial rust
remover if rust is present. If
applying the caulking from a
tube, cut the applicator tip so
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Free
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s You will receive information on

L Sl what comparble homes have
sold for in your neighbarhood
and which homes are currently
listed, how long they have been
for sale, and their prices,

Get The Facts Without The Pressure
No Cost or Obligation

that the opening is one-eighth
of an inch in diameter. This will
allow you to apply a continuous
bead of eaulk about 3 feet long.

Silicone becomes tacky fast,
80 it is important to smooth the
bead with your fingers as soon
as you lay it. If the caulk
should flow around the sides of
your finger, immediately wipe
away any excess with a soft
cloth, Use warm, soapy water
and your finger to form the
joint,

If you haven't applied caulk-
ing before, consider purchasing
a handy, inexpensive tool that
works better than using your
finger to maintain a smooth,
even caulking bead. The Homax
Caulk Finisher is one brand
that can be trimmed to the
desired bead size for a variety
of caulking jobs. This small
hand tool removes any excess
caulking and maintains an
even, uniform bead.

When you have finished the
caulking job, filling all joints,
wait. at least 12 hours before
using your tub or shower.

Send e-mail to copleysd@cop-
leynews.com or write to Here's
How, Copley News Service, P.O.
Box 120190, San Diego, CA
92112-0190. Only questions of
general interest can be
answered in the column.

However, the group will
require policyholders to have
their roofs and homes inspected
annually, and require leak-
detection systems for those seek-
ing water-damage coverage.
POA will decline to insure syn-
thetic stucco homes or struc-
tures constructed by builders
the POA believes are prone to
problems.

T

Q: Generally, how fast are
home prices going up nation-
wide?

A: Many US. markets are
growing significantly in popula-
tion and in home values. In a
recent study, 74 markets were
identified where residential
real estate values are appreci-
ating at 10 percent or more per
year. The study was by
Runzheimer International, a

real estate and relocation con-
sulting group.

The study analyzed home mar-
ket values for a 2,200-square-foot
residence in a suburban commu-
nity. In an average-cost location,
home values increased 4 percent
per year over the past four years.

“A 3 percent to 6 percent
appreciation rate is typical for the
majority of home markets across
the United States,” said the man-
ager of research for Runzheimer.
“This is the case in most markets,
but in a few suburban communi-
ties home values are increasing
at a rate of more than 12 percent
per year.”

Q: Does the new do-not-call
rule prevent real estate brokers
from calling homeowners who are
trying to sell their property by
themselves?

A: The Federal Trade
Commission has given real
estate brokers a bit of a break.
The commission has determined
it is acceptable for brokers or
their sales associates to call own-
ers of homes being marketed “by
owner” if the broker has a
prospective buyer for the proper-
ty, despite the new do-not-call
registry. However, if the broker
does not have a viable prospect,
the call is prohibited.

“Practitioners who solicit
business from FSBOs (for sale by
owners) without having an inter-
ested buyer aren’t exempted
from the do-not-call list restric-
tion,” said FTC Commissioner
Mozelle Thompson. “Consumers
have been very clear in their
communications to the FTC
about their concerns over unso-
licited marketing calls.”

ERA Agents take a Tech Tour

ERA brokers and agents from offices
throughout New Jersey attended the compa-
ny's 2003 Tech Tour Oct. 30 at the Victorian
Manor in Edison. At this annual event, ERA’s
latest technology tools were presented to 175
associates.

With customers increasingly relying on the
Internet for real estate-related information,
agents are expected to use all types of technol-
ogy to help their clients buy or sell their
home. To help their associates utilize the tech-
nology available to them, ERA business con-
sultants and technology vendors have been
touring the Northeast presenting the compa-
ny’s most innoevative programs for prospect-
ing, marketing and servicing clients,

“The Tech Tour helped our agents to better
understand the programs and tools offered by
ERA,” explained Paul Giannantonio, presi-
dent of the ERA Brokers of NJ and
broker/owner of ERA American Dream
Realtors. “1 discovered some great prospecting
and follow-up tools such as Property Source
Network's e-Newsletters and e-Greetings.

“The weekly online newsletters contain
valuable real estate information and home-
owner's tips, while e-greetings can be sent for
birthdays and to tell customers about new
listings, price reductions and open houses. By
using both, I keep in touch with my customer-
base while providing them with a valuable

ERA also presented its Interactive
Brochure, a marketing tool given to con-
sumers that utilizes business card-sized CD-
ROMs containing useful information on buy-
ing, selling and moving.

To encourage agents to use the technology
developed, ERA offers most programs online.
For example, ERA associates have a cus-
tomized version of the Top Producers produc-
tivity software (called ERA Leaders EDG
Agent) available online for free, a significant
savings over the monthly charge most agents
pay to use it. Leaders EDG Agent helps asso-
ciates manage the entire real estate process
— from creating a customized client database,
to developing professional listing presenta-
tions, action plans, comparative market
analyses (CMAs), financial reports, customer
correspondence and more.

Other online programs demonstrated at the
Tech Tour included eNeighborhoods, e-
Campus and ERA Mortgage. Viewing
eNeighborhoods data on both the ERA.com
and ERANJ.com web-sites, consumers can get
a glimpse of a neighborhood's personality ~
age, income, housing, school rankings, maps
and more. Through its eCampus online train- -
ing center, ERA offers its associates over 100
training courses. Using an online link to ERA
Mortgage, agents were shown how to track a
transaction in progress, allowing them to be
more responsive to their clients’ needs,
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A sentimental journey in a vintage Lincoln

By LAURA BYRD
Copley News Service

It was April 25, 1964, when
Rose Medina signed her name
on a cocktail napkin at the
Hotel del Charro in San Diego.

The napkin was a contract for
$2,900, the purchase price for
an 8-year-old she dearly wanted
- weighing in at a remarkable
5,250 pounds. Rose was buying
a gently used 1956 Lincoln
Mark 11.

“My mother was the car nut,”
says her son, Jim Medina, a
longtime resident of La Mesa,
Calif., with his wife, Diana.

“My dad was a fisherman in
San Diego, and he was gone a
lot. My mom’s hobby was col-
lecting cars. She probably
owned more than 30 collectible
vehicles in her lifetime.”

Rose Medina’s collection at
one time included seven
Mustangs, a 1951 Crosley sta.
tion wagon and an unrestored
1930 Moon, which Medina has
tucked away in storage.

Although many of the cars,
including the Mustangs, were
sold, a few of the favorites have
stayed in the family for three
decades.

“I think my mom’s favorite
might have been the 1956
Thunderbird, which we still
have,” Medina says. “But it’s
unrestored, because you can
only do so much.

“We restored and drive the
Lincoln, which has great senti-
mental value to us.”

Considering the Lincoln was
purchased with fewer than
57,000 miles on it and served as
Jim and Diana’s wedding-day
car shortly after his mother
purchased it, it's easy to under-
stand why the Mark 1I sat safe-
ly in storage for the next 30

Even with such a heavy curb welght, the Lincoln was a sporty go-fast car, thanks to a hearty 300 horsepower, 368-inch V-8 undar the hood.

years.

interior, the Mark 1I has the

At least, if you're from a gen-
eration of car collectors, it’s
easy to grasp.

“My dad wasn’t much on old
cars,” Medina says. “He liked
new cars, and bought some-
thing new almost every year.
Fishermen made a lot of
money in those days, and my
folks had a lot of cars around
all the time.”

A bright, almost-blinding
snow white with a vivid green

presence of both a larger luxu-
ry car and a smaller, vintage
sport car.

Even with such a heavy curb
weight, the Lincoln was a
sporty go-fast car, thanks to a
hearty 300 horsepower, 368-
inch V-8 under the hood. For
some owners, that would be an
impetus for a lot of weekend
showing off around 1own,

“We didn’t ever drive it
much after our wedding,”

Medina says, “Diana and 1
took it 1o Las Vegus once in
1965, but that was its biggest
trip. Now, we cruise Coronado
once in i while, and we period-
ically trailer it to car shows,
but it’s hard to subject it to
wear and tear”

That means the Lincoln was
in pristine shape for its second
wedding in 35 years when
Medina’s son got married last

year in La Mesa, and like dad,
drove the Mark 11 on his wed-

ding day.

“It wias n posturing car for
Continental,” Medina  says,
“So I guess it is for us, too!”

Built for just two years in
1956 and 1957, the Lincoln
Mark 1T had a production run
of 2,500 units in 1956, and a
mere 300 in 1957,

It sold for $10,732 new, and
rumors among current collec-
tors are that Ford Motor lost
money on every one, which led
to the quick demise of the

model.

In fact, rumors among own-
cers include information that
potential buyers in 1956 had
to be pre-approved by Ford
and were required to put up a
$5,000 cash deposit to even
order the car. Shipped out in
protective  containers, the
Lincoln manufactured in
Wixom, Mich. - had a long ride
to Los Angeles in the '50s,

One car in particular - white
ocutside, green inside - would
be purchased by a couple that
used  their 1953 Cadillac
Fleetwood for a $2,639 trade-

in toward the Mark 11,
They would scell that car
eight ycars later 10 Reose

Medina, who couldn't know
then that she was buying the
car her children - und later her
grandchildren - would drive to
their wedding receptions.

Car tnlk

Yahoo! Autos has released
the not-surprising results from
its latest survey and found
that, yes, people talk to their
cars. Aund not just that, we
have names for our cars and
trucks.

Many respondents probably
wondered “Do swear words
count?” But here’s what the
survey shows:

- Do you talk 10 your car?

Yes: 69 percent

No: 30 percent

('Total votes: 1,541)

- Do yeu have a name for
your car?

Yes: 51 percent

Nao: 48 percent

(Total votes: 1,259)

- Do you consider your car
male or female? ’

Male: 28 percent

Female: 48 percent

Neither: 22 percent

(‘Total votes: 1,714)
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